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Blue on the Red Planet
By Lisa Scanlon Mogolov ’99
Wellesley scientists are making their mark on Mars. 
Meet three who are closely involved with NASA’s 
ongoing explorations. Has there ever been life on the 
Red Planet? A Wellesley alum just might be the one 
to find out for sure.
Wendy Posts It
By Sarah Ligon ’03
A huge range of Wellesley Facebook groups have 
proliferated online, from the Community for Wellesley 
Alums in Withdrawal to groups for entrepreneurs, 
lawyers, homeschoolers—you name it. And they 
have some stories to tell.
18 24
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➺ VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE AT MAGAZINE.WELLESLEY.EDU.










In Memoriam—Blythe McVicker Clinchy, 
1930–2014
Endnote—Moving On—Furniture in Tow
By Louisa Kasdon ’72
Cover photo from NASA’s Mars Odyssey spacecraft 
shows the Noctis Labyrinthus—the Labyrinth of Night 
region, west of the immense equatorial gash of Valles 
Marineris on Mars. Image courtesy of NASA.
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Rewriting the Book 
on Clapp Library
By Catherine O’Neill Grace
The library has been at the heart of the College since 
the day Henry Durant donated 7,600 books to found it. 
Its role in the digital age? No matter what, books will 
remain central to Clapp Library’s mission.
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You don’t really understand the term “digital native” until you’ve seen a toddler 
make a swiping motion across a picture book, trying to get the story to advance. For 
those growing up in homes with a plethora of gadgets, it can be more natural to 
swipe—as on a tablet—than to lift a page corner and turn.
One thing is for certain: A digital native I am not. I took an electric typewriter to 
college and did not regularly set my fingers on a computer keyboard until I landed my first job. 
Said place of employ was a newspaper, where a composing room still used paper and wax to paste 
up pages. Which is to say that I am a print girl from way back. Whatever publication I’m working 
on, I love flipping through a new issue and inspecting this very tangible fruit of my labors.
Still, I and everyone else on the magazine staff are seldom without our devices. We read 
voraciously—books, newspapers, and magazines, electronically and in print. We have long known 
we desperately needed a better web presence for this magazine, so in the spring of 2013, we made 
a proposal to our publisher, the Wellesley College Alumnae Association, to build a new website. 
But not just any website—a responsive site, using evolving technology that adjusts its design accord-
ing to what device you are using, for easier reading. It looks very different on a phone than on a 
laptop. We were one of the very first groups at the College to choose this technology, and did so 
with some trepidation. But we watched more and more sites in the wider world go responsive while 
we were in development, and I breathed a sigh of relief. The technology was going mainstream.
In the past year, the digital learning curve sometimes seemed so steep we needed ropes and cara-
biners, but we made it to the top and are thrilled with the results: magazine.wellesley.edu. Take a 
look. You’ll find there everything that’s in the print magazine, and then some—for example, galleries 
of photos that we just don’t have room for in print. Wellesley faces, reunion outtakes, shots of an 
early-morning row with the Wellesley crew. Other multimedia features will be added in the future. 
You’ll also see class notes online for the first time, 
protected behind a firewall. So wherever you are 
in the world, on whatever device, you can now 
access the entire alumnae magazine.
This may lead some of you to ask whether we 
will be doing away with the print version. The 
answer is a resounding no—at least for as far into 
the future as we can currently see. Many of you 
from around the world have told us that you love 
having Wellesley on your coffee table—a reminder 
of your College and alumnae community. We also 
want to make sure all alumnae have access to the 
magazine, not just the tech-savvy among you. 
However, if you wish to opt out of the print 
version, you may do so (email recordupdates@
wellesley.edu or call 1-800-339-5233).
So settle in, curl up in your favorite chair, 
and dig into this new issue. Journey with us to 
the Red Planet, ponder the future of books and 
academic libraries, and read about how Wendy 
Posts It. Turn or swipe accordingly.




Lisa Scanlon Mogolov ’99
Catherine O’Neill Grace
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Continued on page 76
Senior Associate Editor LISA 
SCANLON MOGOLOV ’99 (“Blue on 
the Red Planet,” page 24) comes 
by her love of space exploration 
naturally: Her father was an engineer 
for the Apollo program at MIT. An 
English major, Mogolov enjoys 
interplanetary travel via literature. 
(The Sparrow by Mary Doria Russell 
is one of her favorite books.)
Senior Associate Editor CATHERINE 
O’NEILL GRACE (“Rewriting the 
Book on Clapp Library,” page 32) 
has been a fan of libraries ever since 
she discovered The Hobbit on a 
shelf in the British Council Library in 
New Delhi, India, as a child. She 
enjoyed reporting on the Margaret 
Clapp Library because she now 
knows the best nooks that offer a 
quiet place to read.
CONTRIBUTORS
SARAH LIGON ’03 (“Wendy Posts 
It,” page 18) is a freelance writer 
and mother of three. Lately, both 
jobs have sent her running to the 
Wellesley Facebook groups more 

























Letters to the Editor
Wellesley welcomes short letters (300 words 
maximum) relating to articles or items that have 
appeared in recent issues of the magazine. Send 
your remarks to the Editor, Wellesley magazine, 
106 Central St., Wellesley, MA 02481-8203, 
email your comments to magazine@wellesley.
edu, or submit a letter via the magzine’s website, 
magazine.wellesley.edu.
THE POETIC LINE
Thank you so much for 
your recent and unexpected 
article on poetry (“A Way 
of Words,” summer ’14). I 
majored in English litera-
ture and loved the classes 
on poetry at Wellesley, got 
a Ph.D. at Yale, and have 
had a long teaching career at Occidental College 
in Los Angeles. I was greatly influenced by David 
Ferry and his intense focus on both scholarship 
and writing. He was a wonderful mentor, and I 
was lucky to have had chances to see him when I 
visited Boston. He is deservedly a highly honored 
poet, and I admire his work enormously. One is 
never quite certain the sources of one’s passions—
Why a poet? But I do know that David’s work was 
a model for me, and I am grateful for a life of 
working, to quote your article, “to form a poetic 
line.” Again, thank you.
Martha Ronk ’62
Los Angeles
(Ronk has published 10 books of poetry; her 
most recent was on the longlist for the National 
Book Award.)
DON’T FORGET BOOTH …
I came away from reading the great article about 
Dan Chiasson and the accompanying list of other 
Wellesley poet/faculty members wondering what 
happened to Philip Booth. He was a contempo-
rary of David Ferry and both taught a class in 
modern American poetry my freshman year—
1958–59. I took Booth’s class, and my roommate, 
Meg Meglathery Gertmenian, Ferry’s. Each of us 
knew that these classes taught us a great deal 
about how to read poetry. Booth obviously didn’t 
stay at Wellesley as long as Ferry, but I think he 
deserves a place on that list of poet/professors.
I left Wellesley after my sophomore year, but 
graduated from Smith as an Ada Comstock scholar 
in 1990.
Susan McKenzie Wolk ’62
Williamstown, Mass.
… OR WILBUR
I was surprised that “The Poetic Line,” which 
appeared in the summer ’14 issue, omitted mention 
of Richard Wilbur. Granted his tenure was brief, 
but it was a pleasure and privilege to study with 
him in his course on the novel. I also enjoyed the 
challenge of studying under David Ferry, first in 
the required freshman English course (in which 
he graded my initial essay with a D+—richly 
deserved). Happily, things improved after that, and 
he was kind enough to oversee my senior honors 
project, a series of poems that were awarded the 
John Masefield Prize at graduation.
Anne Nieuwenhuis Thomas ’58
New Vernon, N.J.
Editor’s note: Our research on faculty poets had 
not uncovered Booth and Wilbur. Booth taught 
at Wellesley from 1954 to ’61 and Wilbur from 
1955 to ’57.
LIFE LESSONS
I never had Professor Menkiti as a professor at 
Wellesley (“Faculty Retirements,” summer ’14). 
I did know who he was, but it was not until 
several months after graduation that I had the 
privilege of becoming his student.
The day before my graduation from Wellesley, 
my family learned that my brother, Brian, had com-
mitted suicide. Brian was a 20-year-old junior at 
UCLA, a passionate filmmaker, and a gifted poet. I 
always loved reading Brian’s poems and had in fact 
shared many of them with my Wellesley friends. 
However, it was not until after his death that I knew 
I had to share my brother’s gift of the written word 
with the larger world. It was through my Wellesley 
network that I was introduced to Professor 
Menkiti—a poet himself and the proud owner of 
the nation’s oldest poetry bookstore, the Grolier.
My first year after college, I received the great-
est education I could possibly have imagined, and 
it was from Professor Menkiti. From February to 
September 2007, Professor Menkiti and I met 
weekly at the Dunkin’ Donuts in Harvard Square 
to edit Brian’s poetry. I had never spent so much 
time in Dunkin’ Donuts before—and have to admit 
that I haven’t since. But between words on a page, 
a pencil, a doughnut, and my wise professor, I 
came to appreciate the power of language, its 
placement on a page, and its place in my life.
It’s been eight years since my graduation from 
Wellesley, eight years since losing my brother. 
However, when I think of one of the most memo-
rable moments of my life, I recall walking in a cold 
New England winter to that Dunkin’ Donuts to 
find my dear Wellesley professor waiting to give 
me one of the most important lessons I’ve ever 
learned—how to love and how to let go.
Kelly Sheridan Feintech ’06
Miami, Fla.
NAMES AND IDENTITIES
When I saw “What’s in a Surname?” in the summer 
’14 issue, I flipped right to it. As a woman who 
kept her name and hyphenated both children’s 
surnames, I am interested in what others do, but 
admit to a satisfied smile when Teal Pennebaker ’04 
revealed that she intended to keep her surname.
Like some women in the article, I faced an 
uphill battle to get people to respect my choice, 
and now, 11 years later, most do. How sad is it 
that in 2014, when many women marry after 
establishing themselves in careers with their birth 
names, it is still largely expected that they change 
their surnames?
Interestingly, much of the pressure to change 
comes from the woman herself and society as a 
whole. Several women I know changed their 
names because they didn’t want to insult their 
husbands’ names, even though the men had said 
they didn’t care. When my high-school students 
learn that I kept my name, they always ask, “Why 
would you do that?” I explain my reasons, but 






PROFESSOR DAN CHIASSON, A RISING STAR IN THE WORLD OF POETRY, 
HAS FORGED A PATH THAT ALLOWS HIM TO TEACH AND 
WRITE—PURSUING BOTH CREATIVE AND CRITICAL ENTERPRISES
BY ELIZABETH LUND
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ONE OF THE DEFINING charac-
teristics of a Wellesley educa-
tion always has been, and 
always will be, our identity 
as a women’s college.
Indeed, nearly all of the 
alumnae I speak to tell me 
that being a women’s college 
is what makes this place so 
special, and what has made the College have a lasting 
impact on their lives.
And yet, our surveys show that just 14 percent of 
entering students choose Wellesley because it is a women’s 
college. They choose it for many reasons—the dynamic 
classrooms, the exceptional faculty, the amazing peers, 
or the generous financial aid, for instance.
What happens here to explain such a change in per-
ception? Part of the explanation is that being a women’s 
college matters.
Graduates of women’s colleges are more likely to 
major in math and science, or in economics, than women 
at coed colleges. Graduates of women’s colleges are 
almost twice as likely to complete a graduate degree than 
women from coed institutions. Surveys show that gradu-
ates of women’s colleges feel more prepared in their first 
jobs. Graduates have access to more leadership positions 
and training than those at coed schools. Graduates report 
more frequent interaction with their professors than at 
coed schools.
Only 2 percent of women who attend college attend 
women’s colleges, yet graduates of women’s colleges 
represent more than 20 percent of women in Congress, 
and 33 percent of women on Fortune 1000 boards. 
You have only to walk down the hallways of Alumnae 
Hall, with the photographs of our many accomplished 
graduates, or spend just a few minutes speaking with 
any Wellesley alum to know that there is something 
special about this place that helps propel smart women 
into the world, well prepared to make a difference. 
There are two main factors that explain the marked 
and significant shift in thinking from our first-year 
students to our alums. The first is the classroom experi-
ence. Anyone who has set foot inside Wellesley class-
rooms knows that they are rigorous, challenging, 
intellectual incubators where, as TJ Jarrett ’95 said in an 
interview in the Atlantic, “you think you’re taking a class 
in literary theory, but what you’re really learning is to 
think deeply and systematically.”
Certainly, the same can be said of other very good 
liberal-arts colleges, but not to the same extent as 
Wellesley. That’s because our classrooms are of women, 
for women, and by women. Women comprise more than 
50 percent of our faculty, serving as important role 
models and mentors for students.
The second part of the explanation is the spirit and 
culture of our campus. It’s the Wellesley magic. Wellesley 
creates a strong sense of belonging, and a feeling of 
genuine attachment to this place and to the others 
who have experienced it. As we sing in The Wellesley 
Composite, “Wellesley, Wellesley, only to be there.”
The Wellesley magic is strengthened by our longstand-
ing traditions that live on today—Stepsinging, Flower 
Sunday, Tree Planting, and Hooprolling, to name a few—
which help foster strong bonds between students and 
alumnae. And it is continually reinforced by our residen-
tial life and the Wellesley network, the most powerful 
women’s network in the world. In fact, studies suggest 
that friendships formed at women’s colleges last longer 
than others—a fact most evident at reunion every year. 
As Ahilya Chawla ’15 wrote last summer, Wellesley is 
the “one experience that you cannot replicate anywhere 
else in the world.”
We hold fast to our identity as a women’s college, 
even as the concept of what it means to be a woman is 
changing—we know that the definitions of gender are 
more complicated for some than simply identifying as 
male or female. In this context, it raises the question: 
What does it mean to be a women’s college today? In 
our thoughtful and responsive way, we will take up this 
question this year through a series of community-wide 
dialogues, events, and lectures, and will examine our 
College policies and practices to ensure that they con-
tinue to serve our community well.
Where better than Wellesley to have this important 
conversation? Being a women’s college has always been, 
and will continue to be, central to the identity of this 
distinguished institution that has enabled generations of 
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Dance Partnership
MIT and Wellesley: Dancing Cheek to Cheek 
for 40 Years. 
If it’s not a T-shirt slogan, it ought to be—
on a special anniversary shirt.
Back in 1974, a group of students from the 
two schools got together to dance informally 
a couple of times a week. The MIT Ballroom 
Dance Club was born, and from it grew the 
MIT and Wellesley Ballroom Dance teams, 
which today are often partnered for the waltz, 
foxtrot, and rumba in competition.
Clio Flikkema ’17 (left), one of the team’s 
co-captains, practices with her partner 16 hours 
a week at MIT, under the watchful eye of profes-
sional coaches. “It’s like playing a varsity sport,” 
she says. “It’s very time-intensive.” 
Flikkema, who was a professional ballet 
dancer during a gap year before Wellesley, and 
her partner, Corey Cleveland, MIT ’17, have gar-
nered a passel of competition honors after only 
a year together. But there’s another reward: 
making connections with students from Holy 
Cross to Columbia. “It’s a very friendly social 
environment,” she says. All the more reason to 
keep up her artistry and athleticism—backward, 
and in heels.
—Alice Hummer
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n June 2013, Cassandra Pattanayak 
arrived on campus to launch a new ini-
tiative. Her position: Jack and Sandra 
Polk Guthman ’65 Director of Wellesley’s new 
Quantitative Analysis Institute (QAI). Her mission: 
To expand the role of statistics at Wellesley.
Pattanayak was teaching at Harvard when the 
opportunity appeared. “I was really excited about 
this job,” she says. “The QAI was created because 
of a sense among the faculty that they needed a 
statistician to work with—someone to collaborate 
with or consult with who knew the latest in sta-
tistics. At the same time, there was a sense that 
the courses that include statistics could be 
expanded at the College. The idea was, let’s create 
some sort of structure to see if we can improve in 
both those ways.”
She hit the ground running. In her first year at 
the College, Pattanayak—who earned her Ph.D. 
in statistics at Harvard—provided some 200 hours 
of consulting for 76 faculty and student research 
projects. Her subject areas included biology, chem-
istry, cognitive and linguistic sciences, computer 
science, economics, engineering, environmental 
studies, history, neuroscience, political science, 
psychology, religion, sociology, and women’s and 
gender studies. She also collaborated with several 
faculty members on research projects and provided 
teaching support to eight departments—and that 
doesn’t include teaching two regular courses and 
a summer course.
“I’ll have days where I’m scheduled for a few 
back-to-back meetings, and the first one is about 
injecting something into rat brains, and the second 
one is about nursery-school kids, and the third 
one is completely different,” she says.
Pattanayak says the QAI student interns she 
worked with helped her expand her consulting 
reach. Sophie Sun ’14, for example, was a senior 
math and economics major who heard there was 
a statistician on campus. She appeared at 
Pattanayak’s office in a corner of Clapp Library 
and asked, “What can I do?” Pattanayak sug-
gested options such as a statistics research project 
or an independent study on something not offered 
at Wellesley. “Or, she could just hang out and 
watch me try to develop a consulting service, I 
said. And she chose the third option.”
“I worked on about 15 projects in total,” says 
Sun, who is now a research assistant in the 
National Bureau of Economic Research at MIT. 
“Some of the them were traditional science 
experiments where we would think that stats are 
involved, but half were social-science projects 
where we don’t necessarily think numbers are 
involved. We would listen to their problems and 
try to find the right statistical tools and help with 
the implementation.”
Pattanayak collaborated with Nancy Genero 
in the psychology department to design a study 
looking at single-sex versus coed education in 
public schools. “In South Carolina, it’s legal to 
have single-sex classes in public schools. That’s 
not true in most states. [Nancy] was able to find 
an elementary-school principal who was willing 
to let us do an experiment. There are multiple 
components that we’re interested in. Many of the 
papers out there look for the effect for single-sex 
versus coed education on test scores and things 
like that. But what Nancy’s really interested in is 
psychological outcomes. How engaged are the 
students in their work? Is there a lot of peer-to-
peer communication? Does that happen more or 
less in a single-sex versus a coed classroom?” 
Pattanayak is also working with Hahrie Han 
in the political-science department on a study of 
voter engagement models, designing an experi-
ment that will allow a political organization in 
Ohio to test its particular method of engaging 
voters against more standard models, both in the 
2014 and 2016 elections. 
Pattanayak (who’s also a trombone player) says 
her first year at Wellesley, while intense, was tre-
mendous fun.
“There’s a famous quote from statistician John 
Tukey: ‘The best thing about being a statistician 
is that you get to play in everyone’s backyard.’ 
I feel like my job embodies that.”
—Catherine O’Neill Grace
‘The thing about statistics as a field is that it 
depends on other fields. I can have all these great 
techniques for analyzing data, but someone else 
is going to have the research question.’
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THIS SUMMER AND FALL, the College continued to explore nonacademic 
development for the North 40—the 47 acres across Route 135 and the 
railroad from Munger and the Hazard Quad—the proceeds of which would 
be put into renewal of the core campus. (See “The North 40’s Future,” 
summer 2014.) At press time, the College was reviewing 13 proposals for 
purchase or lease of the property, including from developers and the town 
of Wellesley. The administration sought proposals from nature conservan-
cies, but did not find any interested in purchasing the property.
The College completed many assessments of the property over the 
summer, including environmental tests, particularly related to the five acres 
of the land that had been used as a residential municipal landfill in the 
1950s; examinations of the area’s natural resources, which found that there 
is one vernal pool and no endangered species in the area; and evaluations 
of the area’s infrastructure and traffic concerns.
Wellesley aims to find “the highest and best use of the property, thereby 
making the most of the College’s resources, while taking into consideration 
any potential concerns our neighbors and the campus community may 
have,” President H. Kim Bottomly wrote in an update on Sept. 9. Marianne 
Brons Cooley ’81, clerk of the Board of Trustees and assistant to the presi-
dent, adds that highest and best use does not imply the Trustees will only 
consider the highest offer. 
The College originally planned to make a final decision regarding the 
North 40 later this year but concluded the matter could not be adequately 
considered to meet a Wellesley Town Meeting date in October. “Given the 
importance of the North 40 to our shared community, both the College and 
the Town recognize the need to allow further time to complete these impor-
tant deliberations. Accordingly, the two parties have agreed to defer final 
decisions by the Trustees and Town Meeting until a later date,” the College 
and the town of Wellesley announced in a joint statement on Oct. 16.
Various groups have voiced opposition to the sale or lease of the prop-
erty, including local residents (with concerns about traffic, loss of green 
space, and the potential strain on town resources), faculty and staff, and 
alumnae. The College held a town-hall meeting on the status of its non-core 
properties in September, where Wellesley community members expressed 
their concerns about the College selling the North 40.
The Board of Trustees was also set to make a decision in late October 
regarding the sale of the Rollins lot, located on Washington Street between 
Leighton and Cottage Streets, opposite the main campus. This land was 
purchased in 1945 with the intent of being used for a faculty-housing 
program. Two lots were purchased by faculty members, but the program 
was discontinued for lack of faculty interest in the remaining five lots, and 
the land has remained vacant.
—Lisa Scanlon Mogolov ’99 




NAME: Amanda Trabulsi ’16
MAJOR: Russian Area Studies 
HOMETOWN: New York
STUDYING AT: American University of Central Asia (AUCA) in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan
WELLESLEY AWAY
Why Kyrgyzstan? 
As a Russian Area Studies major,  
I wanted to explore the many 
different republics of the former 
Soviet Union. The region of Central 
Asia thus stood out to me for its 
rich culture and unique past of 
being associated with the Mongols, 
Persians, and Soviets. Kyrgyzstan’s 
nomadic culture also very much 
appealed to me, since it is very 
distinct from the cultures of the 
other Central Asian countries. But I 
chose Kyrgyzstan mainly because 
the American University of Central 
Asia happened to be located in its 
capital, Bishkek. 
Tell us about your program.
The program is called the AUCA- 
Bard Study Abroad Program.  
It offers students the opportunity  
to study with peers from 25 
different countries. I will be taking  
a Russian language class to assist 
in my developing fluency, a 
beginner’s Kyrgyz language class, 
some Central Asian history and 
anthropological courses, and 
hopefully an environmental-studies 
course. In addition, I have been 
paired with a host family. Living 
with them has been so wonderful 
as I have learned about the culture 
through first-hand experience. 
What were your first  
impressions of Kyrgyzstan?
I immediately noticed the warm 
hospitality of the Kyrgyz people.  
I felt so welcome and never left any 
home hungry. I also paid attention 
to the diversity of Kyrgyzstan as I 
traveled to other cities such as 
Osh, which is comprised of other 
ethnic groups such as Uzbeks, 
Russians, and Tajiks.
What other activities have  
you been involved in? 
I have been interning with 
Development Alternatives Inc., 
which is a sub-contractor for 
USAID. Here in Bishkek, it serves 
primarily to transform and develop 
the Kyrgyz Parliament in a program 
called the Kyrgyz Parliamentary 
Strengthening Program. I have 
hiked and climbed Ala Archa, an 
alpine national park in the Tian 
Shan mountains, and swum in 
Lake Issyk-Kul, an endorheic lake.  
I hope to travel to Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan, and Kazakhstan. 
What is your favorite part of  
the experience so far? 
Since I fasted for Ramadan this 
summer in Kyrgyzstan, which  
is a Muslim-majority country, my 
favorite part of my daily routine  
was breaking my fast every day at 
sunset with delicious Kyrgyz food. 
The food is outstanding here since 
it is always fresh and organic.
ART OF WELLESLEY
While a man says not a word
His fault and virtue are concealed.
Think not that every desert is empty.
Possibly it may contain a sleeping tiger.
Translated from The Manner of Kings by Sa‘di, 13th-century Persian poet
D uring the Mongol invasion of Persia in the 13th century, the poet Sa‘di traveled across the land witnessing the struggles of his country-men. He wrote stories about the triumph of 
the wise and virtuous over the foolish and vindictive. He 
also retold popular stories of the Prophet Muhammad. 
When he was old, Sa‘di returned as an honored poet to his 
home village of Shiraz, in what is now southern Iran. His 
proverbs are still quoted today.
A superb, 670-page illuminated manuscript, containing 
the complete collected works (known as a Kulliyat) of this 
renowned poet, is part of Clapp Library’s Special Collections. 
The book was completed in 1596, likely in a workshop in 
Shiraz, whose artists and calligraphers were at this time 
reaching “a pinnacle in the production of lavishly illustrated 
versions of Sa‘di’s writings,” says Lamia Balafrej, assistant 
professor of art.
The book’s pages reveal exquisite small paintings in 
vivid colors; delicately drawn borders of flowers, twining 
vines, and cavorting animals; and a flowing calligraphic 
script known as nasta‘liq, which mimics the movement of 
lyrical poetry. 
Shown in the paintings are men in turbans riding horses 
or fantastic beasts, celebrating festivals, dancing, conversing, 
arguing, and eating. Among these are the mystic Sufi der-
vishes. In some of the paintings, a few women look on from 
a distance. In another, the Prophet is depicted riding up to 
heaven surrounded by angels (see the inside back cover). 
Balafrej says that while figurative imagery is generally not 
found inside mosques and the Qur’an was never illustrated, 
representations of humans, animals, and even the Prophet 
are common in books of this kind, which are not considered 
religious texts. 
Books were treasured in the Islamic world not only as 
emblems of knowledge and wealth, but also for their por-
tability. The Kulliyat of Sa‘di was probably made for a rich 
patron in Shiraz, says Balafrej, or possibly it was intended 
for export to the Ottoman court in Istanbul, where it could 
have been a gift used to seal a friendship or a business deal. 
Centuries later, the book still inspires awe. Balafrej brings 
her students in the Islamic art survey course to pore over its 
pages. “They are amazed by the quantity and quality of the 
decorations,” she says. “Every page has something to look 
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THOUGH STILL IN ITS EARLY PHASES, the Campus Renewal program is 
already transforming and preserving some of the most beloved spaces on 
campus. This past summer, a fully renovated Schneider reopened as 
a center for student services—housing offices for the registrar, class 
deans, student financial services, study abroad, and more. The renova-
tion restored the building’s historic features—including the wooden 
trusses and a newly uncovered original fireplace formerly hidden behind 
a wall—while also providing sleek and airy offices and meeting spaces. 
In Founders and Green, a Phase I renovation was also completed during 
the summer months, bringing updated faculty offices, modernized class-
rooms, and improved accessibility, including a new ramp in the area 
where Founders meets Green on the second floor. Finally, the renovation 
of the home at 99 Pond Road was finished. The College purchased 
this 1730 house and its 10 acres along the lake in 2010, in an effort 
to preserve the natural landscape bordering the main campus. It will 
be home to the provost; College functions will also be hosted there. 
Renovated spaces on campus: 1–3 office and common spaces on the upper level of Schneider;  
4 the interior of 99 Pond Road, the new home of the provost; 5 an updated classroom on campus in Green Hall.





















































rade inflation is like the weather: 
Everyone talks about it, but no one does 
anything about it. Well, almost no one. 
For 10 years, Wellesley has pioneered 
an approach to grading that seeks to 
rein in the spiraling A’s that most observers of 
American higher education—including those 
sitting on graduate admissions committees or 
weighing merit-based scholarship applications—
agree are clouding any meaningful assessment of 
student accomplishment. As grade inflation has 
become rampant, grade compression has fol-
lowed—a phenomenon where all the grades in a 
class cluster at the top of the spectrum. The 
tyranny of the A’s has diluted the value of the 
most excellent work. 
Fighting grade inflation is a risky business, of 
course; it’s hardly an easy sell to tell students 
they’re better off receiving a more accurate assess-
ment of their skills—and getting potentially lower 
grades while they’re at it. But at Wellesley, grades 
had gotten conspicuously high in the years leading 
up to the change in policy in 2004, even in relation 
to peer institutions. 
“We were at the stage where there was concern 
that the rigor of a Wellesley education would be 
called into question,” says Richard French, the 
College’s dean of academic affairs. “It had gotten 
to the point where it felt like a pass-fail system. 
It didn’t provide any granularity for students 
about what they were good at and what they 
weren’t good at.”
The new policy, approved by faculty in 2003 
and upheld in two later votes, said that average 
grades in 100- and 200-level courses with at least 
10 students should not exceed a 3.33, or a B+. The 
hope was not only to loosen compression but also 
to even out grades across disciplines, perhaps 
encouraging more students to major in the lower-
grading sciences. Students were justifiably con-
cerned; would Wellesley’s action put them at a 
disadvantage against peers in the job market or 
What’s in an A?
Anti-grade-inflation policies come of age
graduate admissions? And some faculty balked, 
citing breaches to academic freedom or undue 
tampering with discipline-specific norms. 
Amid the lively campus debate, what has been 
missing is any independent sense of what the policy 
has actually accomplished. That’s what makes a 
rigorous new analysis by a trio of Wellesley econo-
mists so welcome. 










(Average grades were below 3.33 before  
the policy was implemented.)
DEPARTMENTS  AFFECTED BY POLICY
•	 Africana Studies
•	 Anthropology


















(Average grades were above 3.33 before  
the policy was implemented.)
‘It serves the vast majority of  
our students well to be able  
to say, “I went to a rigorous 
college where students are  
held to the highest standards, 
and grades really mean 
something there.”’
 —Richard French, dean of academic affairs
The two semesters during 
which the policy was 
introduced and implemented
The 3.33 grade that the policy 
used as the new standard
Departments Affected By Policy
Departments Unaffected By Policy
G
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Azalea Troche ’18
HOMETOWN: Garland, Texas
HIGH SCHOOL: Garland High School
Activities in high school:
Pole vaulting, fashion and design, teaching art 
to middle-school students, and her favorite, 
the Garland Hispanic Youth Organization,  
a service organization that aimed to form a 
stronger and more involved Hispanic 
community within her school and city
Why she came to Wellesley:
“I felt such a strong sense of self-confidence 
from every person I had the chance to meet.  
I enjoyed the fact that people were 
comfortable being themselves! … I am a firm 
believer in will power and passion; Wellesley is 
a place where I can go far with both!”
What she’s looking forward to:
Studying Arabic and joining Mezcla, the 
Latin@ organization at Wellesley, “because it 
will be like a piece of home and because I am 
excited to be surrounded by so many 
empowered Latin@s!” (The @ symbol is used 
to honor multiple genders.)
And suddenly, there was purple. Everywhere. The class of 2018 arrived in late August, 
quickly donning purple shirts and caps, fanning out over campus. They are 593 strong, hailing 
from 44 states and the District of Columbia, and from 33 countries. Among their number 
are poets, marathon runners, bloggers, artists, synchronized skaters, and even the founder 
of a frozen yogurt shop managed by teenagers. Here are two of the latest crop of purple. 
As described in the summer 2014 Journal of 
Economic Perspectives, the policy quickly met its 
main goal of curbing the plethora of high grades, 
according to Kristin Butcher ’86, Patrick McEwan, 
and Akila Weerapana, all professors in the econom-
ics department. The researchers compared out-
comes in departments that needed to lower grades 
to comply with the policy—most in the humanities 
and social sciences, in keeping with national 
trend—against those that did not. They found that 
after the policy change, students were about 18 
percent less likely to get an A or A− in the affected 
departments. The number of B’s rose by about 17 
percent. The changes also reduced the number of 
students graduating with magna cum laude honors.
The researchers did not find a substantial shift 
in majors from humanities to the sciences, although 
enrollments and majors in policy-affected courses 
did decline after the grading standard was in place. 
They found more notable movement from previ-
ously higher-grading to lower-grading fields within 
the social sciences. 
The study also noted that students reacted to 
the tougher grades by lowering their evaluations 
of faculty in the affected departments. “This sug-
gests that if we think grade inflation is a problem, 
it is unlikely to be self-correcting,” says Butcher. 
“There is no individual incentive to change.”
Even with an institutional mandate, change is 
hard. Although the College’s own research has 
showed no decline in graduate admission rates and 
although transcripts explain grading practices, 
calls for the policy’s reversal continue. And its dis-
proportionate effect on underrepresented stu-
dents—noted in the new study—will require 
remedy. Nevertheless, French insists, “it serves the 
vast majority of our students well to be able to say, 
‘I went to a rigorous college where students are 
held to the highest standards, and grades really 
mean something there.’”
—Bari Walsh ’88
The full article in the Journal of Economic 
Perspectives can be read at bit.ly/1Bsvlgz.
Graph source: “The Effects of an Anti-Grade-Inflation 
Policy at Wellesley College,” by Kristin F. Butcher ’86, 
Patrick J. McEwan, and Akila Weerapana. Based  
on student transcript data. 
 6% African-American/Black 
 6% Latina/Hispanic
 24% Asian-American/Pacific Islander




 11% International Citizen
 1% Unknown/Not Reported
THE CLASS OF 2018 • TWO AMONG 593
Elizabeth Kysel ’18
HOMETOWN: Allison Park, Pa.
HIGH SCHOOL: The Ellis School
Favorite activity in high school:
Girls of Steel, a robotics competition team that 
she helped found. She and 40 other girls spent 
up to 25 hours a week building a 120 lb.  
robot that would play a game with and against 
others from all over the world. “I now know 
how to use hand tools and complex 
machinery, write a business plan, work 
efficiently in a high-stress environment with a 
diverse group of people, design mechanical 
systems by hand and on the computer, raise 
large sums of money, devise branding 
standards, [and] read mechanical drawings.” 
Why she came to Wellesley:
“It had everything I was looking for: lots of 
foreign-language options, an 
international-relations major, the ability for me to 
continue studying engineering, near a big city, 
and, most importantly, a community that is 
passionate, engaged, respectful, and curious.” 
What she’s looking forward to:
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OBJECT OF OUR ATTENTION
PROFESSOR OF ASTRONOMY Dick French sits in 
his office in Whitin Observatory and delicately 
pulls out a sextant, dating from the late 1800s. 
The brass instrument was used to determine 
latitude and longitude by measuring the altitude 
of the sun or other celestial object above the 
horizon. This particular sextant, now in the obser-
vatory’s collection, belonged to Lady Margaret 
Huggins, an astronomer who was the wife of Sir 
William Huggins, perhaps the most famous astro-
physicist of the 19th century. But this is not just 
a piece of scientific history. French actually used 
the instrument to “shoot lunars” last summer 
while he was aboard the Charles W. Morgan, a 
restored whaling ship. He measured the angle 
between the sun and the moon to determine the 
ship’s location, just as whaling navigators did.
French has long reveled in the whaling world 
of Herman Melville: “I find Moby-Dick hilarious 
and read it at least once a year,” he says. “It has 
been a dream of mine to travel on a square 
rigger.” During his day and night aboard the 
Morgan with a group of artists, videographers, 
and historians, French sailed from Provincetown, 
Mass., to the nearby Stellwagen Bank National 
Marine Sanctuary, where whales gave the trip an 
authentic flavor. (The crew was armed with 
cameras, not harpoons.) 
French’s onboard navigation project—to 
pinpoint the ship’s latitude and longitude with 
the historic instruments he brought—also gave 
him a window on the whaling world of old. “We 
don’t know what it’s like to be lost anymore,” he 
says. “We just pull out a GPS, but it was a 
frighteningly real part of the world at sea. I 
wanted to make a small connection with the 
feeling of relying on our own observations to 
know where we are.”
—Alice Hummer
call me navigator
What does it mean to be a women’s college 
in the 21st century, particularly at a time 
when gender definitions are more complex 
than just male and female? Earlier this fall, 
President H. Kim Bottomly appointed 
an advisory committee to lead a campus-
wide dialogue in exploring this question. 
Composed of students, faculty, staff, 
and alumnae, the group is spearheading 
community-wide education efforts around 
gender fluidity and transgender issues, with 
lectures, town halls, and other programs. 
Chaired by Adele Wolfson, former associate 
dean and professor of chemistry, the com-
mittee will also examine College policies 
and procedures to determine whether they 
continue to serve the community well. The 
committee will present its findings to the 
president. These findings, informed by con-
sultations with each of Wellesley’s govern-
ing bodies—Academic and Administrative 
councils and College Government—as well 
as the Alumnae Association will guide any 
recommendations made to the Board of 
Trustees. The president has established a 
website where alumnae and members of 
the campus community can learn more 
and find updates on the committee’s work. 
To visit the site, go to mywellesley.edu and 
use your Wellesley login to enter. After 
you log in, look for “President’s Advisory 
Committee on Gender and Wellesley” in 
the right column. Click the link to go to the 
website, which is only accessible by the 
Wellesley community.
All alumnae were emailed a Wellesley login 
in August. If you do not know your login or 
have problems with it, please email helpdesk@
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Nothing brings a 
community together 
like their hatred of 
the new printers in 
the library.  
I’ve never felt  
closer to my 
#Wellesley siblings.
—@SBHudson  
(Sarah Hudson CE/DS ’16)
BY THE NUMBERS / WHITIN OBSERVATORY
reports from around campus
The year the observatory was 
built (1899), inscribed in the 
dome over the 12-inch telescope
Weight in pounds of that 
rotating dome
Number of observatory 
directors since its founding
Members of the public who 
attended “open observatory” 
nights in a recent year
OVERHEARD
Number of six-inch telescopes for 
students to use on piers outside 





MDCCCXCIX 15,100 5 710
College Road
CALL IT SED MINISTRARE at the institutional level. Local 
nonprofits have been the beneficiaries of Wellesley’s Campus 
Renewal program. Kitchens in Beebe, Munger, and Cazenove 
were recently upgraded; old stoves, prep tables, and a warming 
unit went to local food pantries, a homeless shelter, and a 
church. When McAfee received new furniture, its old beds 
went to Casa Esperanza, a facility that responds to drug and 
alcohol abuse; to Volunteers of America, which runs a 
residential treatment program; and to Old Colony YMCA. 
For updates on Campus Renewal construction projects, visit 
The Dirt, blogs.wellesley.edu/thedirt/.
Reuse, Repurpose
First Lady of Comedy
FOR THOSE WAITING in the Green Room of the Barstow 
Stage in Alumnae Hall, there’s new inspiration to go out 
and kill: a portrait of Nora Ephron ’62. The oil painting was 
donated by artist Byron Dobell, former editor of Esquire, 
New York, and American Heritage, who left publishing in 
the 1990s to paint full time. His paintings—including those 
of Betty Friedan and Ted Kennedy—hang in the National 
Portrait Gallery. Dobell, a longtime friend and colleague of 
Ephron’s, painted the portrait after her death using photo-
graphs chosen by her husband, Nicholas Pileggi. The 
Theatre Studies Department will be featuring Ephron in a 
new course this year taught by Marta Rainer ’98, That’s 
What She Said: Trailblazing Women of American Comedy. 
Nora Ephron. Oil on canvas, 28 by 18 in.
7
AST SUMMER, 560 people—including 
alumnae—signed up for the College’s first-
ever SPOC (Small Private Online Course), 
Beginning Italian Language and Culture, 
taught by Daniela Bartalesi-Graf, lecturer in 
Italian Studies. To design the course, “I tried to place myself 
in the shoes not just of our college-age learners, but retired 
alumnae, working people, high-school students occupied 
with summer jobs and other activities,” says Bartalesi-Graf. 
One happy student was Bates/Hart Professor of English 
Kathryn Lynch, who says, “It was hard work (really hard work), 
but any student giving the course her attention would rapidly 
learn to speak and understand Italian …. I loved the light-
hearted video skits that show fictional Wellesley students and 
Italian exchange students engaged in their ordinary life on 
campus—doing laundry, jogging around the lake, hanging 
out in the Slater Center, making plans to go into the ville or 
to Boston—all in perfect idiomatic Italian!”
L
ITALIAN LESSONS
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 T exts have meanings that are contained not just in their words, but also in the ways in which the material carriers of those texts—books—were designed and produced,” Assistant Professor of History Simon Grote says. Think, for example, 
of the difference between a Harlequin romance and a scholarly edition of 
poetry. “When you see a book, what it means to you and your understand-
ing of its purpose comes not just from the text, but also from the way 
the book looks, from the way the book feels,” Grote continues. “There are 
all kinds of meanings in those aspects of it that don’t come across in 
the text itself.” 
This idea, that the text contained in a book only conveys part of the 
book’s meaning, has resonated in Grote’s scholarly research. He has always 
been interested in the history of thought, ideas, and beliefs, so he was natu-
rally drawn to the history of philosophy. Specifically, he focuses his research 
on the origins of aesthetic theory, and on the writings of some of philoso-
phy’s most prominent thinkers, including Kant, Baumgarten, Hume, Smith, 
and Shaftesbury. 
‘The idea behind the fellowship is to introduce scholars in the humanities to the technical 
study of the history of production and consumption of books. This is important, because 
there are meanings in texts that tend to be overlooked.’ —Assistant Professor Simon Grote
FOCUS ON FACULTY
“At the turn of the 18th century, there was an explosion of interest in 
understanding the nature of art and beauty,” Grote explains, “which pro-
duced an unprecedented abundance of relatively technical, psychologically 
sophisticated texts about what beauty is, and about what makes art good. 
My question is, why did that happen? In order to figure that out, I studied 
and tried to understand the production of several such texts.” Grote has 
concluded that these aesthetic theories developed in the context of a larger 
discussion about morality. “What these authors do is demonstrate ways in 
which beauty is important for moral education, such that the experience 
of it can enable even atheists to behave morally.” 
To further his research, Grote received a three-year Andrew W. Mellon 
Fellowship for Scholars in Critical Bibliography to attend the Rare Book 
School each summer at the University of Virginia, where he is able to learn 
more about how to interpret the nonlinguistic codes that are such an impor-
tant part of understanding a text. 
“The idea behind the fellowship is to introduce scholars in the humanities 
to the technical study of the history of production and consumption of 
books,” Grote says. “This is important, because there are meanings in texts 
that tend to be overlooked. We should be thinking about more than just 
what the words say.” He gives the example of words: My cat jumped into 
the bag. “We interpret those words to mean something,” Grote explains. 
“But, if I showed you a physical object, a 5 in. by 8 in. hardboard book 
with big letters and pictures—then, the linguistic code is the same, but 
because it’s big letters in a board book, you understand that it’s a children’s 
book. What tells you that isn’t the words; it’s the stuff around it.” 
For Grote, the knowledge he’s gained through his fellowship has 
expanded the possibilities of his discipline. To discover why a text was 
written, he explains, researchers need to be aware of the context in which 
it was produced. And, Grote believes, they can gain clues to those contexts 
by applying the Rare Book School’s techniques in analyzing the nonlinguistic 
codes of a text. 
Meanwhile, Grote’s history students study their share of historical 
documents and texts, and he wants to ensure that they also understand 
more than just the words of the text by taking advantage of Wellesley’s 
Special Collections, where the College keeps original texts. “My role is to 
help my students understand how and why these texts were made, how 
they were read, and how they were circulated,” he explains. “I want my 
students to understand the historical significance of these documents. 
That’s not easy when you’re relying on a sourcebook. However, it becomes 
significantly easier when you can hold part of a class in the Rare Book 
Seminar Room, where we can look at texts that the College has for precisely 
this purpose.” 
—Rebecca Binder 
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Reframing  
Immigrant Stories
DURING SUPREME COURT Justice Sonia Sotomayor’s 
confirmation hearings in 2009, the news media 
portrayed Sotomayor as an “immigrant success 
story,” recalls Irene Mata, associate professor of 
women’s and gender studies. Yet as a Puerto Rican, 
Sotomayor is not an immigrant. It was attractive 
to frame the judge in this way, says Mata, because 
there is a narrative in the United States that cele-
brates how immigrants assimilate, prove them-
selves, and move up in the world—thus achieving 
the American Dream.
The reality for many immigrants is far differ-
ent, however, and it is these other narratives, or 
“oppositional stories,” that interest Mata. In 
Domestic Disturbances: Re-Imagining Narratives 
of Gender, Labor, and Immigration (hot off the 
press this month from the University of Texas 
Press) she examines Chicana/Latina immigrant 
stories expressed through theater, film, literature, 
art, and photography. Her book “excavates” 
stories that might go unnoticed otherwise and 
“contributes to a growing dialogue on what it 
means for individuals to live under the current 
global conditions of immigration,” she says.
Mata, whose Ph.D. is in literature, had 
assumed she would end up as an English profes-
sor. She’s grateful to have found a place for 
herself instead in an interdisciplinary department 
where she’s free to conduct research from a 
variety of angles. One current project focuses on 
a female muralist in San Antonio who is educat-
ing the urban community about healthy food 
choices through a Chicana superhero figure. 
Another project examines the art created for a 
Freedom Ride in 2012 that involved 40 undocu-
mented immigrants riding across 11 southern 
states on a bus that read “No Papers, No Fear” 
on the outside.
At Wellesley, Mata teaches courses on 
Chican@/Latin@ studies (the @ symbol is used to 
honor multiple genders) and keeps busy arranging 
for artists and activists to come to campus and 
share their diverse stories with the larger Wellesley 
community. Her love of stories, in fact, is what 
drives her work. “I became a professor,” she says 
with a laugh, “so that I could share my favorite 














ONE BRIGHT FALL DAY, we quizzed Alex Diesl, 
associate professor of mathematics, to find out a 
bit about him.
What do your young children think you do  
at Wellesley?
I have four kids, 8, 6, 5, and 3. They tell people 
I’m a “math doctor.”
You describe yourself as a “noncommutative 
ring theorist.” How do you explain your field 
to a layperson?
I am a pure mathematician as opposed to an 
applied mathematician. Sometimes the distinc-
tion just means that it’s mathematics that is moti-
vated by mathematics itself as opposed to 
mathematics that is motivated by other scientific 
problems. My field of expertise is algebra, which 
is something that everybody has heard of and 
has either good or bad feelings about. When 
you’re a kid you add, subtract, multiply, and 
divide numbers. Everything is numbers. When 
you get into high-school algebra, you still add, 
subtract, multiply, and divide—except now 
instead of numbers it could be expressions of 
variables, functions, polynomials, or matrices—
but it’s other kinds of things. Over time, what 
you notice is that every time you add A+B or B+A, 
you get the same thing. A+B is always B+A, no 
matter whether it’s numbers or functions or poly-
nomials. What I study is, what’s the pure rule that 
governs all these different structures? A lot of my 
life is lived in specific examples. Math research is 
in some sense not what people think. I don’t cal-
culate a lot. A lot of it is adding ideas to the ideas 
that were already there.
What books might we find on your  
bedside table?
The books are inevitably what’s been put there 
by my children. My kids love books and leave 
them everywhere. It might be a Mo Willems or 
a Harry Potter. It’s not what I am reading 
to myself!
Do you have a favorite place to hang out  
on campus?
I like El Table a lot. It’s a welcoming space—and 
75 cents for coffee, if you bring your own mug. 
I also like to play chess with Wes Watters in 
astronomy sometimes. The Science Center has a 
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Reviews of books by Wellesley authors
THERE IS NO SHORTAGE of autobiographical 
works by leaders hoping to set the record 
straight, but they are seldom as thorough and 
credible as Hard Choices. In some 600 pages, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton ’69 offers a rare per-
spective on the seminal policy decisions taken 
during her term as secretary of state.
The book begins in the early days after her 
appointment by President-elect Obama when 
she embraces and refines the concept of “smart 
power” (the strategic implementation of military, 
economic, diplomatic, legal, and cultural tools). 
As an example, rather than relying solely on 
traditional mechanisms to exert geopolitical 
influence with China, Clinton broadened the 
level of engagement with China by increasing 
American student participation in “educational 
exchanges, cultural tours, and scientific col-
laboration.” Clinton goes on to describe the 
implementation of the pivot strategy from the 
Middle East to Asia, and regional challenges 
faced in the Middle East, North Africa, Europe, 
Russia, and Latin America. Her final chapters 
focus on climate change, energy, development, 
digital diplomacy, and human rights.
Clinton emphasizes that she did not write 
this book for Washington insiders but for 
“Americans and people everywhere who are 
trying to make sense of this rapidly changing 
world”—and she fulfills this promise by focus-
ing on policy rather than politics. She provides 
contextual history of regions, countries, and 
issues, firmly ensconcing the narrative in the 
perspective of American relationships and 
interests so that any reader, expert or novice, 
can understand the leadership she delivered and 
the actions she chose. Clinton provides an 
earnest and detailed analytic rationale for each 
move she made as secretary of state, allowing 
the reader to make independent judgments 
about the wisdom of her choices.
The book emphasizes Clinton’s commitment 
to gender-based initiatives, a position she has 
long championed. (In 1995, during the Beijing 
United Nations Fourth World Conference on 
Women, she stated, “…women’s rights are 
human rights.”) She elucidates her broader 
policy perspectives with gendered examples, 
including the modern day scourge of human 
trafficking. She concludes that the advancement 
of women’s rights is not only the right thing
Continued on page 77
Continued on page 77






FILLED WITH FROTHY CELEBRITY INTEL and dishy 
fashion-insider news, Hijacking the Runway 
by Teri Agins ’75 is an entertaining read. Agins, 
a veteran fashion reporter who writes the “Ask 
Teri” fashion advice column for the Wall Street 
Journal, tells the story of how celebrity involve-
ment in the fashion industry has evolved from 
modeling and promoting designer fashions to 
creating and designing their own products.
For fashion designers focused on “the art of 
making true fashion,” the celebrity influx into 
design seems ludicrous, yet it poses a real threat 
to their way of doing business. For retailers like 
Macy’s, Target, H&M, and more—as well as 
designers hoping to restore some glitter to 
fading brands—celebrity involvement is the 
ticket to photo ops, social-media buzz, increased 
sales, and getting hordes of passionate fans 
through their doors.
Celebrities have played a role in fashion mar-
keting since 1858, when Frederick Worth created 
a magnificent wardrobe for Napoleon III’s 
trophy bride, Eugénie. Yet it wasn’t until 
Elizabeth Taylor’s “celebrity perfume,” Passion, 
launched in 1987 that the industry recognized 
just how lucrative celebrity-branded products 
could be.
World View
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Bibliofiles
Susan Elia MacNeal ’91 is the very 
contemporary author of the best-
selling Maggie Hope mystery series. 
But beginning with Mr. Churchill’s 
Secretary, she has immersed herself in 
London during World War II, in 
books replete with evocative period 
detail. A fourth Maggie Hope adven-
ture, The Prime Minister’s Secret 
Agent, came out this past summer, 
a fifth is due out next year, and 
MacNeal is under contract for a sixth.
How did you decide on the World 
War II era as the setting for your 
novels?
Elizabeth Layton Nel, who worked 
for Winston Churchill during the 
war, inspired me to write about this 
period when I heard an actress 
reading from her memoir on my first 
visit to the Churchill War Rooms in 
London. Suddenly, I could imagine 
being there in 1940 with bombs 
falling and typists typing. Afterwards, 
I read Mrs. Nel’s memoir, and then 
wrote to her about my experience. 
She wrote me back, and we continued 
to correspond. I have read her book, 
Winston Churchill by His Personal 
Secretary: Recollections of the Great 
Man by a Woman Who Worked for 
Him, many times.
How much research did you 
do before beginning to write the 
first book?
I read tons of incredibly helpful 
books, especially Five Days in 
London: May 1940, by John Lucas. 
I visited Bletchley Park [and] Arisaig 
in Scotland where agents were 
trained for overseas missions. In 
such places, one is acutely aware of 
being on historical ground. I talked 
to people of that generation and 
asked them real-life social and cul-
tural questions about the period. For 
example, did women swear? The 
answer: not in public, but among 
people of their own age and sex, they 
swore like sailors.
I did a lot of research, because I felt 
I had to pay my dues. Then on 9/11 
in New York City I lived through the 
experience of having my own city 
attacked, people injured and dying, 
smoke filling the air—which made 
me feel finally that I had permission 
to write.
How did you make sure your 
descriptions were accurate?
I would send pages to Mrs. Nel, and 
she would answer that the office 
details were “all well and good,” 
except that secretaries “did not have 
time for mysteries and romance. We 
were lucky to sleep!”
What advice you would give 
someone who wants to write about 
a particular historical period?
Smell vintage perfume, look at the 
clothing to see how well it is sewn, 
and if possible walk in the same 
footsteps as your characters.
By Mary Carpenter ’72 | Carpenter is a freelance writer in Washington, D.C., and the author of the 
young adult book Rescued by a Cow and a Squeeze, a biography of Temple Grandin.
Susan Elia MacNeal ’91







❖ Rebecca Brooks 
(KATHERINE BROAD ’06 )— 
Above All, Ellora’s Cave 
Publishing
❖ JUNE TEUFEL DREYER 
’61—China’s Political System: 
Modernization and Tradition, 
9th edition, Pearson
❖ DESIREE GARCIA ’99— 
The Migration of Musical Film: 
From Ethnic Margins to 
American Mainstream, Rutgers 
University Press
❖ Hahrie Han, faculty—How 
Organizations Develop Activists, 
Oxford University Press
❖ TJ Jarrett (TANYA 
JARRETT ’95)—Ain’t No 
Grave, New Issues Poetry and 
Prose
❖ MARGARET FLEISCHER 
KAUFMAN ’63—Where 
Somebody Waits, Paul Dry Books
❖ KYRA LIT KHANNA ’99 
and MALINI SEKHAR 
’01—Maya and Leela Present: 
Dances of India, 2Lokas
❖ TERRY HORVITZ 
KOVEL ’50 with KIM KOVEL 
’75—Kovels’ Antiques & 
Collectibles Price Guide 2015, 
Black Dog & Leventhal 
Publishers
❖ JANE MERRILL ’68 
with Chris Filstrup—I Love 
Those Earrings: A Popular 
History from Ancient to Modern, 
Schiffer Publishing Ltd.
❖ KATHERINE HALL PAGE 
’69—Small Plates: Short Fiction, 
William Morrow
❖ EMILY WISHNEUSKY 
PETERMANN ’99—The 
Musical Novel: Imitation of 
Musical Structure, Performance, 
and Reception in Contemporary 
Fiction, Camden House
❖ JEANETTE FAVROT 
PETERSON ’61—Visualizing 
Guadalupe: From Black 
Madonna to Queen of the 
Americas, University of 
Texas Press
❖ SUSAN RESNECK 
PIERCE ’65—Governance 
Reconsidered: How Boards, 
Presidents, Administrators 
and Faculty Can Help Their 
Colleges Thrive, Jossey-Bass
❖ ALYSON RICHMAN 
’94—The Garden of Letters, 
Berkley
❖ MARY STIMPSON RIVKIN 
’60—The Great Outdoors: 
Advocating for Natural Spaces 
For Young Children, National 
Association for the Education of 
Young Children
❖ KATE SCHECHTER 
’86—Illusions of a Future: 
Psychoanalysis and the 
Biopolitics of Desire, Duke 
University Press
❖ BINA SHAH ’93—A Season 
for Martyrs, Delphinium
❖ NANCY SHOEMAKER ’80, 
editor—Living with Whales, 
University of Massachusetts 
Press
❖ ANNE LENNAN SIMON 
’53—Blood in the Cane Field, 
Border Press
❖ HOLLY GOLDBERG 
SLOAN ’80—Just Call My 
Name, Little, Brown
❖ INGRID THOFT 
’93—Identity, Putnam
❖ RHODA MORSS TROOBOFF 
’67—Correspondence Course: 
The Bathsua Project, Still Point 
Books
❖ ANN THOMAS WILKINS 
’66 and David G. Wilkins—Cass 
Gilbert’s West Virginia State 
Capitol, University of West 
Virginia Press
❖ Robin Winter (ROBIN 
GOWEN TIFFNEY ’79 )—Future 
Past, Eternal Press
SEND US YOUR BOOKS
If you’ve published a book and 
you’d like to have it listed in 
“Fresh Ink” and considered for 
review, please send two copies 
to Catherine Grace, Wellesley 
magazine, 106 Central St., 
Wellesley, MA 02481-8203.
By Sarah Ligon ’03
Illustrations by R. Kikuo Johnson
THE WELLESLEY NETWORK WENT INTO HIGH GEAR 
WHEN IT MOVED ONTO FACEBOOK. ON “COMMUNITY,” 
ALUMNAE DOLE OUT ADVICE, PROVIDE VIRTUAL  
HUGS AND SUPPORT THROUGH LIFE CRISES, AND  
FORM DEEP AND LASTING BONDS. AND THEN THERE 
ARE THE STORIES THAT HAVE BECOME THE STUFF  
OF WELLESLEY LEGEND….  
  
lice Kunce ’05 had never been so 
scared. Her younger sister lay in a 
hospital bed with the deathly pallor 
of a wax figure. Ellen, then 21, had 
been born with a malformed heart 
and had undergone numerous sur-
geries, including the installation of 
a mechanical valve when she was 
10. Because of her sister’s condi-
tion, Kunce and her family were no 
strangers to hospitals. But this time 
was different because the doctors didn’t have a plan.
A bacterial infection had sent Ellen to the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
with sudden congestive heart failure. In such cases, antibiotics would typically 
kill the infection, but Ellen had proved allergic to the standard class of medi-
cines. The physicians said that if left untreated, the infection would slowly 
kill her.
Ellen’s doctor, a young, bleary-eyed resident, had given her the hospital’s 
last dose of streptomycin, an older antibiotic normally used to treat tubercu-
losis in the developing world, and it seemed to be working. However, as the 
doctor informed Kunce and her family, he was unable to get any more.
“What do you mean you can’t get any more?” screeched Kunce. “This is 
one of the top cardiac-care facilities in the world.”
“I mean, this drug is not available,” the doctor told her. “We don’t have it. 
We can’t get it. You can even put it on Facebook, but this medicine does 
not exist.”
But “put it on Facebook” is just what Kunce did. On the group called 
Community for Wellesley Alums in Withdrawal, which had been started a few 
months before, Kunce posted a message that began: “***Who has drug 
connections??***” After explaining her sister’s situation, she closed, “I am 
reaching out and activating the Wellesley Network!! Please, crosspost as 
necessary!!! Streptomycin. 1 gram per vial. 1 vial per day.”
Then she went to sleep.
“It was like I put out the Wellesley bat signal,” recalls Kunce. Within hours, 
the alumnae network had flown into action. “I posted at 11:30 on a weeknight, 
and by 9 A.M. the next morning, there was medication coming in.”
In the end, there was enough streptomycin—from Baltimore and Kansas 
City and Bangladesh—to treat not only Kunce’s sister but also several other 
patients at the hospital. 
WENDY CREATES IT
The “Wellesley Network” may be as old as the College itself, but in recent 
years, it has gone into overdrive thanks to the rise of social media, including 
Facebook. Now, no matter where in the world an alumna lives, or in what 
year she graduated, she can instantly connect with thousands of other 
Wellesley grads at any moment of the day. And although Facebook is often 
criticized for being shallow and ephemeral, many of the relationships that 
have formed through the Wellesley alumnae Facebook groups have proved 
deep and lasting. Some of the stories, such as Kunce’s, have already become 
the stuff of Wellesley legend.
When Kayla Calkin ’07 founded the group Community for Wellesley 
Alums in Withdrawal in May 2011, she was not trying to create anything 
new. Rather, she was just hoping to re-create Community, the online forum 
that began on campus in the late ’90s, when FirstClass provided the 
College’s computing service.
“I had always loved Community at Wellesley,” says Calkin. “Then, in 2011, 
Facebook changed the formatting of its groups, making them more friendly 
for discussion.” In May of that year, Calkin asked on her own Facebook wall 
whether the College should admit transwomen (students who were assigned 
male at birth but identify as women), an issue that was being heavily debated 
among students at the time. The dialogue was so vibrant that it inspired Calkin 
to start a Community-like forum on Facebook. “Within a day there were 200 
members, and then there were 500 members. And then it really exploded.”
After the success of Community, Calkin created another group, Orchid–For 
Wellesley Alums in Withdrawal, a copy of the online discussion group on 
campus where students posted questions—mostly anonymously—about sex 
and sexual health. Then she created Wendy Wears It (about fashion), Wendy 
in the Workplace (office etiquette), Wendy Works Out (exercise), and For Sale, 
where alumnae sell goods, Craigslist-style, to other alumnae. Soon after, 
other alumnae took up the gauntlet and created the Ivory Tower (described 
as “academia/grad students”), Ten Percent (described as “queers and allies”), 
Wellesley Entrepreneurs, and, at last count, more than 110 groups for every 
interest under the sun, in addition to pages for specific classes and clubs. 
By September 2014, just three years after Calkin created it, Community 
boasted more than 5,300 members—about 14 percent of all living alumnae. 
And even though most groups are now “secret,” meaning they are unsearch-
able on Facebook, new members ask to be added every day. “In May, I had 
‘IT WAS LIKE I PUT OUT  
THE WELLESLEY BAT SIGNAL.’
 —Alice Kunce ’05
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about 100 people message me asking to join the day of graduation,” 
Calkin laughs. 
Despite the group’s rapid growth, Calkin tries to keep, in her words, “a 
very laissez-faire attitude” about her management of it. Just as on the campus 
version of Community, flame wars do occur, particularly around issues related 
to race. And when they do, the experience can be extremely painful for 
alumnae. But Calkin is not interested in policing Community. “If someone 
says something inappropriate, someone else will just shut them down,” 
she says.
Yet despite the occasional fights, many alumnae are utterly devoted to 
these groups. According to my own unscientific poll, most readers visit 
them between 15 minutes and two hours per day. On some days they may 
check in only once or twice; on others, their browser is open all day long. 
Several reported that they had tried “quitting” Facebook several times but 
kept coming back just for the Wellesley connection. 
 
WENDY RESCUES IT 
When Cecilia Lam ’03 realized she had left her beloved iPad on a plane 
she had gotten off in Baltimore, her immediate response was to post on 
Community. “I was worried that if someone did find my iPad they might 
start peeking through my email or doing weird things with my account,” 
remembers Lam. “So I wrote a message on Community: ‘What can I do to 
make sure that someone doesn’t steal my identity?’ And I just mentioned 
that the plane was headed to Charlotte.”
Anna Basevich ’06 was in the Charlotte airport, killing time on Facebook 
while waiting for a connection, when Lam’s post popped up. “Cecilia, do 
you know what flight # it is?” she wrote. “I’m at the Charlotte airport right 
now and could try to meet it if it gets here before my flight takes off.” 
Lam replied instantly with the flight and gate information and her seat 
number, while dozens of other Wellesley alums, watching things unfold in 
real time, cheered them on. “I made a run for it,” remembers Basevich, who 
arrived just before the flight was about to take off again. “I said, ‘Look, my 
friend left an iPad on this very plane on the last flight’ … and the gate agent 
ran on the plane and came right back out with it.” 
On April 22, 2013, at 9:35 P.M., just 22 minutes after Lam’s appeal, Basevich 
posted, “I’ve got it!” And the online crowds went wild.
Although Basevich had told the gate agent that Lam was a friend, in 
fact, the two had never met. “We didn’t know each other,” says Lam. “But 
because we both went to Wellesley and were both on Community … you 
just assume the best from everyone.”
When the iPad arrived at Lam’s home in San Francisco via FedEx a few 
days later, she wrote a note on the screen, photographed herself holding it 
up, and posted it online for Basevich—and the rest of Community—to see. 
“Thank you, Anna! Thank you, Wellesley and Community!”
WENDY SOLVES IT
This past June, Lauren Rankin ’01, better known to Community members by 
her Facebook handle La Di Dah, posted a link to a 10-karat gold Wellesley 
signet ring that was up for auction on eBay. “I get an auto-alert every time a 
piece of Wellesley jewelry goes up for sale on eBay,” explains Rankin. This 
ring was unusual, though, in that it was a size 5—so small that it would only 
fit the pinkie finger of a person with very small hands. It was engraved with 
the initials RMH and the class year ’69.
Another alumna replied to Rankin’s post that she was curious to know 
more about RMH, and within a few hours, Rankin and a couple of other 
Wellesley sleuths were on the case. A quick search of the alumnae directory 
turned up only one RH listed with the Class of ’69: René Haas. Then Google 
located one René Haas of Corpus Christi, Texas. She listed her education as 
Wellesley College.
“That raised a red flag for me,” remembers Rankin. “So I sent her a 
blind email.”
“I’m one of those manic people who has to read everything that comes 
into my inbox,” says Haas. “If I had been like anyone else, I’m sure I wouldn’t 
have opened it.” But she did open it, and suddenly the past came flooding 
back to her. It was 30 years ago, in the fall of 1984, and Haas was a newly 
elected state district judge and a divorced mother of two small children. One 
night, she came home to find that her house had been burgled. 
Although the thief, a well-known cat burglar in the area, was eventually 
caught and sent to prison, most of Haas’ things were never recovered. Seeing 
Rankin’s email and a photo of the ring, Haas knew it had to be hers. “It was 
obviously my ring,” says Haas, who has a size 5 ring finger. The eBay seller 
was a pawnbroker in her own town.
After much back-and-forth with Rankin, Haas had the Corpus Christi 
police confront the seller. At press time, she was awaiting a trial in small 
claims court, set for November, for the return of the ring. The dealer is likely 
to have met his match in Haas, who also had a very successful career as a 
trial attorney.
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WENDY’S GOT YOUR BACK 
One young alumna received a lot more than virtual hugs from the members 
of the parenting group when she reached out for her own lifeline early one 
morning. After months of emotional and financial manipulation, her husband 
“crossed the line,” says the alumna, “and became physical.” She also lacked 
a good support network in her rural community, and the one person to whom 
she had reached out for help replied, “Was it a hard push or a soft push?” 
“Does it matter?” she appealed to the group. “I am very confused.”
Immediately, alumnae posted words of support and validation, but also 
offered the phone number of domestic-abuse groups in her area, legal advice, 
and emergency funds.
“I expected there to be a lot of judgment, a reaction of ‘What is wrong 
with you? Why would you tolerate that?’” says the alumna. “As a Wellesley 
woman, I thought I should not be experiencing difficulties in my marriage, I 
should not be experiencing abuse. But that wasn’t the response. There was 
so much love and support. People offered to find a safe place for my son 
and me to stay. Someone offered to come and pick me up. Others reached 
out with their contact info and said, ‘Please call and talk to me day or night.’” 
In the following hours and days and months, the alumna returned to the 
group again and again. It helped her rebuild a relationship with her husband 
on a more equal footing. And it celebrated with her recently when she started 
work on her master’s degree.
That morning when she posted on the group was a tipping point in her 
life, she says. “One of the comments that day was ‘imagine the shadows of 
hundreds of Wellesley women behind you.’ And I really did.” She continues 
to work through differences with her husband and has even started her own 
Facebook group for Wellesley Parents Navigating Relationships, which has 
more than 80 members. Since then, she says, “there’s been a change in me, 
I feel stronger and more independent and able to assert myself. I know I’ve 
got support to leave if I have to.” 
Finding Wellesley Alumnae Online
Facebook
Most alumnae groups on Facebook have gone “secret,” meaning they do not 
turn up on any searches of the site. To join, you must be added by another 
member or the group’s administrator. The best place to begin is by joining 
Community for Wellesley Alums in Withdrawal. Send a private message to 
Kayla Calkin, listing your full name, graduation year, and the email address 
associated with your Facebook account. (Alumnae only, please!) Once a 
member of Community, you can search the directory titled “Various Groups!” 
that is stored under the “Files” tab. Or just ask your Wellesley friends to invite 
you. Chances are, they are already in on the secret.
LinkedIn
Alumnae may also be interested in the Wellesley College Alumnae Network on 
LinkedIn. This group, which at press time included more than 9,000 alumnae, is 
administered by the College’s Center for Work and Service and the Alumnae 
Association. It focuses on the career development of Wellesley graduates, but 
students and faculty are also part of the group. Group members may post and 
share job listings, search for employment, read blogs and articles, and join 
career-related discussions. To join this group, log into LinkedIn and search for 
The Wellesley College Alumnae Network. Visit www.wellesley.edu/cws/linkedin 
to learn more.  
WENDY SURVIVES IT
Danielle Norris-Gardner ’02, remembers vividly the morning, a little over two 
years ago, that she started the group Wellesley Women Who Will Survive 
Parenthood. “I was covered in poop,” she says. “It was a diaper change gone 
horribly wrong, and I thought, ‘I am never going to be able to survive this with 
my sanity intact.’” 
At the time, Norris-Gardner was living with her husband and their 
1-year-old daughter in a dusty town in rural New Mexico. “There was no 
one in town I could connect with, and all my support was an airplane ride 
away,” she says. 
So after cleaning herself up, Norris-Gardner logged on to Facebook and 
started the first online parenting group by adding 30 of her Wellesley friends. 
The name of the group was a play on the College’s motto—providing “an 
excellent liberal-arts education for women who will make a difference in the 
world”—and the banners that festooned campus lampposts in the early 
2000s. The “Women Who Will …” banners carried the names of illustrious 
alumnae—a secretary of state, an astronaut, scientists, writers, and many 
others. That simple, alliterative phrase seared itself into the psyches of the 
students of the period, encouraging them to shoot for the moon, but also 
causing many to think that their own accomplishments hadn’t quite measured 
up to the Wellesley ideal. 
“When you’re sitting at home, covered in poop, you don’t feel like sending 
that in to class notes,” says Norris-Gardner. “‘Hey, I survived another day, 
and tomorrow will be exactly the same!’” Of course, she was not alone. The 
Wellesley Parenting Group, as most people call it, now boasts about 1,600 
members, and they are perhaps the most active and devoted members of all 
of the Wellesley Facebook groups—even holding meet-ups on campus and 
in Washington, D.C. 
 “This group has been such a lifeline for so many,” she says. “Within 
minutes of a post, there are hundreds of your Wellesley sisters there to lift 
you up, whether you are dealing with childhood illness or miscarriage or 
unspeakably difficult life events. It makes it all more bearable to know there 
are hundreds of virtual hugs out there.”
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WENDY 2032 
Last October, when New Hampshire resident Sarah Gillis Harrison ’97 
posted on the parenting group that her 3-year-old daughter Miranda was 
headed to the emergency room for “peeing red,” she was looking to be reas-
sured that it was just a UTI. But when the results came back as cancer, 
Harrison found herself unable to cope. “I couldn’t function. I couldn’t talk to 
my husband about it. I was having a very bad reaction,” she says. But she 
could post to the Wellesley parenting group and did, every day, sometimes 
several times a day. 
Anne Radford ’98, who lives in Georgia, was following Miranda’s story 
on Facebook and watched as Harrison started falling apart online. “Those 
of us who happened to see what was going on the day her daughter was 
diagnosed felt the need to support her,” says Radford. So she created a 
spin-off group, “Miranda 2032,” named for the year that Harrison’s daughter 
would graduate from Wellesley. Here was a dedicated space where Harrison 
could post updates on Miranda’s condition, as well as questions and con-
cerns, or just share her constant worries and periodic joys. It soon had more 
than 250 members. 
From then on, for whatever need, through 10 hospitalizations and 10 
months of treatment, a Wellesley alumna would appear. Rebecca Padnos 
Altamirano ’98, who lives in California, became Harrison’s “social secretary.” 
“Sarah told me that what she needed most was ‘adult babysitting,’” Altamirano 
explains, “that if she was around other people she would ‘rise to the occasion’ 
and not ‘freak out all the time.’” So, during Miranda’s two-week radiation treat-
ment, Altamirano checked in on Harrison every morning and organized a visitor 
from the New Hampshire Wellesley Club to visit her every afternoon. 
The “Band of Angels, ” as the members of the group—all alumnae—
dubbed themselves, sat with Harrison during the six-hour surgery to remove 
Miranda’s cancerous kidney. They helped her navigate the hospital and insur-
ance bureaucracy. On birthdays, they sent balloons. At Christmas, they sent 
carolers. And from every state in the nation and half the countries in the world, 
they sent postcards and presents, clothes and gift certificates for eating out. 
“We wanted to have a group like the Band of Angels to bring her joyful 
moments during a time that would be kind of tough,” Radford says.
Those joyful moments appeared all year long, between the surgery and 
the radiation, the chemo and the hair loss, right through to this past September, 
when, in a single week, Miranda celebrated her fourth birthday and cleared 
her first follow-up scan with “no evidence of disease.” Her rainbow birthday 
cake read: “Miranda 2032.”
WENDY SERVES 
What is the special alchemy that happens on the Wellesley Facebook 
groups that not only make them lifelines of support but quite literally 
life-savers?
Kayla Calkin recounts the story of an acquaintance who tried to start a 
for-profit internet space that would function like the one she had started 
with Community. “I told him I don’t think it would work anywhere else but at 
Wellesley,” she says. “We have the shared experience of going to a women’s 
college, and having that first-year lecture where you’re told that being a 
Wellesley alum is a lifelong commitment and you need to value each other 
and consider yourselves sisters. … It really has been true in my life. It is a 
phenomenon. I will always go out of my way to help any Wellesley alum no 
matter what.”
“Wellesley is a self-selected community,” says Altamirano. “The values 
that Wellesley teaches—even the motto—appeal to a woman who is aware 
of the broader community and interested in social action and helping people.”
In August, a new group appeared on the Wellesley Facebook roster that 
more formally answers the College’s call to serve. It is called Sed Ministrare, 
and, according to founder Sarah Lincoln ’06, she was inspired to create “a 
group for Wellesley alums to both give and receive,” after she learned about 
an alumna who had gone days without eating while waiting for her food 
stamps to arrive.
For Anne Radford, her investment in the alumnae Facebook groups, 
specifically the one she created for Sarah Harrison, has already paid back. 
Her own mother was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in August. “With 
what I’m going through with my mom right now, people are doing the same 
thing,” she says. “That’s been one of the really moving parts of this whole 
experience, that as soon as I said the word ‘cancer,’ it was like a tidal wave. 
They’ve been there with their love and support. In no time, from the same 
people. It’s that same energy showing up.” 
Sarah Ligon ’03 is a writer, editor, and mother of three living in Oxford, Miss.
By Lisa Scanlon Mogolov ’99
Portraits by Richard Howard
These Wellesley scientists have played diverse roles in NASA’s Mars Science 
Laboratory Mission. they explain what it’s like having the ultimate telecommuting job, 
what we’re learning about the Red Planet right now, and when we can expect to  
see a Wellesley grad on Mars.
ON THE RED PLANET
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n the night of Aug. 5, 2012, 
as the car-sized robot named 
Curiosity slammed into Mars’ 
atmosphere at 13,200 miles 
per hour in its protective 
capsule, some 400 scientists 
were crammed into a base-
ment room at NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, Calif., 154 million 
miles away, pacing in the limited space and anxiously consuming 
cookies and coffee.
Two of those jittery scientists were Wellesley alumnae: M. Darby 
Dyar ’80, an astronomy professor at Mount Holyoke College, and 
Melissa Rice ’05, then a postdoctoral scholar at the California Institute 
of Technology. They and the other science team members on the Mars 
Science Laboratory mission were waiting to celebrate (they hoped) 
Curiosity’s landing on Mars, and the beginning of their work on the 
mission studying whether Mars could ever have supported life.
Dyar, who helped build a piece of equipment aboard Curiosity, had 
been told by the “very impressive and very confident” engineers associ-
ated with the landing that there was a greater than 99 percent chance 
of success, and she believed them. “However, there were other people 
who bought open-ended plane tickets home, just in case, and I think 
nearly everyone had a contingency plan in case things went badly 
wrong,” Dyar says. 
When the appointed moment drew near, the scientists began watch-
ing a live feed of the mission-control room during what the engineers 
called “seven minutes of terror”—Curiosity’s entry, descent, and 
landing. As mission control announced “Touchdown confirmed, we 
are safe on Mars” and the first images from Gale Crater arrived back 
at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, the scientists in the room jumped, 
screamed, and cried. 
It was an emotional moment, but it didn’t last long. “The team 
members quickly dispersed to … get right down to the business of oper-
ating the rover. Within half an hour of landing, our room was empty. 
And the rest is history,” says Dyar. 
And Wellesley is part of the history of Curiosity. We know of three 
alumnae who have worked on different aspects of the Mars Science 
Laboratory mission—Dyar, Rice, and Rachel Harris ’14, who as an 
undergrad spent two summers at the NASA Ames Research Center. 
From an attic laboratory in South Hadley, Mass., to mission headquar-
ters at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, to the smelly hot springs of Lassen 
Volcanic National park, these women have been uncovering clues to 
what Mars’ ancient past looked like, and, possibly, laying the ground-
work for future exploration.
The Rock-Zapping Laser
For Dyar, that night at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory was a long 
time coming. In 2005, she joined a team of scientists to figure out 
how to analyze Mars’ rocks and soils. The end result was ChemCam, 
Curiosity’s most complex instrument—and arguably its coolest, if 
extremely powerful rock-zapping lasers are your thing. ChemCam’s 
laser can hit targets up to 23 feet away, heating an area the size of a 
grain of salt to 3,600 degrees Fahrenheit. “When the laser’s firing, it 
makes this little plasma, which is way neat,” Dyar says. Then, a spec-
trometer acquires a spectrum of the plasma, revealing which elements 
are present and in what amounts. Every time that laser is shot on Mars 
(well over 100,000 times, so far), the data are sent to custom-built 
software on Earth, which automatically analyzes them. Meanwhile, 
Dyar and her students use a laser like the one on Curiosity in her lab 
to analyze thousands of samples of Earth-based rocks and minerals, 
which they compare to the data coming back from Mars and use to 
improve the software’s accuracy.
A couple of days a month, Dyar works on operations on Curiosity, 
leading the mission’s geology science theme group. Although many of 
the other scientists are back at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, it’s been 
seamless working from western Massachusetts. “You know, we’re 
driving a rover around on Mars, so why should I have to be in 
California?” she points out. In fact, Dyar often does operations from 
her home in Amherst, so she’s available for her two teenage kids in the 
afternoon and evening. “Lindy’s friends will come in. They all go, ‘Oh, 
hi, Darby, how are you? What are you doing? Oh, you’re working on 
Mars today.’ I’m sitting there with a headset on and chatting, and 
there’s a picture of some rocks, and usually you can see the rover in 
the foreground, and … they’re completely blasé about it.”
A typical day on Mars starts with the geology science theme group 
looking at pictures that Curiosity sent down the night before and 
seeing if there is any rock, sand, or dust that merits a closer look. 
After they decide which of Curiosity’s instruments they want to use, 
and on which targets, the team lead checks in with the engineers to 
“make sure that the science that we want to do is really justified in 
terms of the resources of the rover,” Dyar says. The geology team 
also interacts with the atmosphere and environment scientists, to see 
if they have anything they want to do. Finally, they converge on a 
plan, and the engineers “check and double check the code, and then 
they upload it to the rover.” The rover uses the instruments, drives, 
takes more pictures … and the whole thing starts over the next day. 
One particular day last summer, Dyar says, she and Melissa Rice 
were the geology science lead and co-lead. “You know it’s a good 
day on Mars when two Wellesley women are in charge of the science,” 
she says with a big grin.
In her two years following Curiosity around on Mars, Dyar has 
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seen many interesting things, but what’s really struck her is the diver-
sity of sedimentary rocks and the features associated with them. In 
past missions to Mars, rovers found almost exclusively igneous 
rocks—rocks formed by magma. In contrast, “Curiosity has found 
all shapes and sizes of sedimentary rock types, indicating many types 
of geological processes involving water: fast-running, slow-moving, 
and still. We suspected these rock types were there, but to have found 
such glorious examples at Gale Crater has been beyond wonderful,” 
Dyar says.
Mars is a big part of Dyar’s life right now, but she doesn’t limit 
herself to the Red Planet. Her driving interest is understanding how 
hydrogen is spread out over our solar system, which has led to projects 
studying the moon, volcanoes in Nevada, the geology of the state of 
Maine, and microbes that survive in boiling water in mid-ocean ridges. 
“I’m not after the glory of working on [NASA] missions,” Dyar says. 
“I’m really working on this mission because it was the best way to gain 
access to the instrumentation I needed. … That’s what really floats my 
boat, even though I don’t admit it that often.” What Dyar really wants 
is to figure things out—wherever in the universe that takes her.
Follow the Water
Melissa Rice came to Curiosity with a very different perspective—Mars 
called out to her. As a senior astrophysics major at Wellesley, she took 
a course on space exploration at MIT. NASA scientist James Garvin 
gave a guest lecture on the Mars Global Surveyor spacecraft and showed 
some of the high-resolution photographs it was sending back. For Rice, 
those photos were a revelation. They showed very narrow gullies that 
could only have been carved out by liquid water on the surface of Mars. 
Since the era of the Viking orbiters and landers 30 years earlier, scientists 
had known that there were large gullies caused by catastrophic flood-
ing, but these were very different. These gullies were made by water 
that trickled, rather than roared, over Mars’ surface—water that may 
have stuck around long enough for life to be a possibility. “That was 
the first time that I had heard Mars talked about as a place of real, 
valid astrobiological significance,” Rice says. And then she started 
thinking about where she might be able to study Mars after Wellesley. 
“At that point, it was Mars or bust. It was just Mars, not even bust. 
It was gonna happen,” she says.
Rice decided to pursue her Ph.D. in astronomy at Cornell University, 
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‘You know it’s a good day on Mars 
when two Wellesley women are in 
charge of the science.’ 
since the Mars Exploration Rover mission was being operated from 
there. Those rovers had landed on Mars two years earlier, in 2004. 
“Spirit and Opportunity were rock stars. They were way past their 
warranty, but were still going strong. So I went to Cornell to be part 
of that excitement, and wound up working under Jim Bell, who was 
the camera guy for both rovers. And so, my research was focused on 
photographic data from Spirit and Opportunity, and specifically the 
spectroscopy that can be done through those cameras,” she says. 
In addition to taking the color photographs that the mission is 
famous for, the rovers’ Panoramic Cameras have filters that can see 
into the near-infrared wavelengths, beyond what the human eye can 
see. These images can help reveal important things about the rocks on 
Mars—like whether they have ever been in contact with water. 
After Rice got her Ph.D., she began a postdoc in the division of 
geological and planetary sciences at the California Institute of 
Technology, where she worked with Professor John Grotzinger, 
Curiosity’s chief scientist, studying the mineralogy and stratigraphy—
how rocks are layered—of key sites on Mars. Rice also worked on 
operations for both the Mars Science Laboratory and Mars Exploration 
Rover missions. In fact, the night that Curiosity landed on Mars, after 
the cheering died down, Rice immediately went to train for her role as 
documentarian, keeping the records of the scientific team. “When I got 
home, around 7 a.m., I was very glad that I had installed blackout 
curtains in my bedroom in anticipation of Mars time!” Rice says. 
For the first 90 Martian days, or sols, the Mars Science Laboratory 
science team members lived on “Mars time”—or, more accurately, 
“Mars Orbiter time,” matching their work hours to when data was 
received at the Jet Propulsion Lab from the spacecraft orbiting Mars. 
On top of that, one Martian day is 24 hours and 39 minutes long— 
“just different enough from the Earth day to be really annoying,” Rice 
says. On a typical week in September 2012, Rice worked from 2:20 a.m. 
to 10:20 a.m. on Sunday, 4 a.m. to noon on Monday and Tuesday, and 
8:15 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. on Wednesday, 5:50 a.m. to 1:50 p.m. on Thursday, 
3:20 a.m. to 11:20 a.m. on Friday, and 6:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. on 
Saturday. “It was like being jet-lagged for three months,” Rice says. 
(Meanwhile, during those first 90 days, Darby Dyar was doing her best 
to adhere to Mars time while commuting between Mount Holyoke and 
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory—“Thank God for Ambien and Southwest 
Airlines,” Dyar comments.)
One particularly exciting moment on Mars for Rice was when 
Curiosity drilled holes in a mudstone deposit in the Yellowknife Bay 
area of Gale Crater. When Curiosity sent back pictures of the first drill 
‘It was mars or bust. It was  
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site, exposing blue-grey rock under the familiar, dusty red surface, Rice 
was blown away: something bluish on the Red Planet. You could tell 
from the image that “these rocks have been formed in a very different 
environment than is on Mars today,” Rice says—a wet environment. 
Analysis of powder from the drill site confirmed that environmental 
conditions in this corner of Mars could have supported microbial life. 
Using the same nifty near-infrared technique Rice had used on Mars 
Exploration Rover images at Cornell, the Mars Science Laboratory 
scientists used images taken with one of Curiosity’s cameras to reveal 
“hydration signals” in veins running through rocks near these drill 
sites, suggesting that those life-friendly environmental conditions 
extended beyond the drill sites. 
Rice’s postdoc at Caltech ended last summer, and this fall she started 
a job as an assistant professor at Western Washington University, where 
she will be teaching classes in both the geology and physics/astronomy 
departments. She’ll continue to work on operations and data with both 
the Curiosity and Opportunity rovers, and she plans on getting her 
students involved in operations, too. It’s an exciting time for Curiosity: 
In September, NASA announced that the rover had reached its main 
destination, Mount Sharp. The 5.5-kilometer-tall mountain is made of 
sedimentary layers, with the oldest layers at its base. As Curiosity drives 
up Mount Sharp, it will, in effect, be driving through Mars’ history, 
attempting to answer questions about the planet’s past along the way. 
“What was the environment like here on early Mars?” Rice asks. 
“Did these rocks form in a dry, arid environment, or in a warmer, 
wetter environment that could have been habitable? Is there evidence 
for climate change on Mars preserved in the stratigraphy? If there was 
ever a lake here, how long did that lake survive? How have these rocks 
interacted with water since they formed? Did it ever rain or snow at 
this site?” It could take Curiosity several years to drive to the layers 
the scientists are most interested in, a tall order for the rover, but who 
knows? Perhaps Curiosity will be boundless.
Field Astrobiologist
Rachel Harris ’14 learned that her dream of doing research at NASA 
was going to come true one cold, dark January night in Russia. She 
was a sophomore, taking part in Wellesley’s Wintersession in Moscow 
program. (As a first-year, she had decided that taking Russian would 
be a practical choice for someone interested in space programs.) 
It was late at night, and she had just finished Skype-ing with her 
family in Mount Airy, N.C. “I was feeling a little bit homesick, I had 
bedbugs in my mattress, it was freezing cold, and you know, I wasn’t 
having the best of times,” she says. She decided to check her email one 
last time before joining those bedbugs, and there was a message from 
David Des Marais, the principal investigator of the NASA Ames 
Astrobiology Institute (NAI) and a Curiosity science team member, 
letting Harris know that there was a summer project for her out in 
Mountain View, Calif. “I screamed because I was so happy, and I actu-
ally started crying, because it was just a dream come true,” Harris says. 
During her first of two summers at NASA Ames NAI, Harris, a 
biology major, studied bacteria that grow in the hydrothermal pools of 
Lassen Volcanic National Park in northeast California, a kind of “mini 
Yellowstone,” Harris says. The idea is that the hardy bacteria that thrive 
in Lassen’s hot and often quite acidic pools might be similar to the 
microbes that lived on Earth billions of years ago—and research on 
these bacteria might offer some direction for scientists searching for 
evidence of life on ancient Mars. Thrilling stuff for Harris, to put it 
mildly, but the icing on the cake was actually helping find and analyze 
what the NASA Ames NAI team believes is a new species of bacteria.
The day they found that particular bacteria, a Lassen National Park 
ranger guided Harris and the rest of the research team off trail in search 
of sites that might be interesting Mars analogues. It was hot out—more 
than 90 degrees—and the smell of rotten eggs was strong thanks to 
sulfides being belched out by mudpots and fumaroles upwind. Finally, 
the team found what they were looking for: a line of four or five 
hydrothermal pools that had formed from the movement of magma 
beneath the surface. 
The scientists moved in for a closer look—slowly, and crawling on 
their stomachs, because the ground was unstable due to hydrothermal 
activity. Harris reached into vents around one of the pools to take 
temperature and pH measurements with the help of a giant pair of 
tweezers—“imagine a meter-long version of what you use to pluck 
your eyebrows,” she says. Using the same tweezers, she pulled off a 
piece of “a beautiful green film of Cyanidiales,” a red algae. 
As she put the sample in a glass vial, Niki Parenteau, an NAI research 
scientist, shouted, “Check it out!” and pointed to a “bright, gelatinous 
layer of purple” under the algae, Harris remembers. “We need a slice 
of cake for this one,” Parenteau said, as she reached into her backpack 
and pulled out an offset spatula, the same kind you’d use to ice a cake. 
“At NASA, we pride ourselves on state of the art, government-funded 
technology,” Harris jokes. Parenteau and Harris carefully extracted 
the “cake slice” from the pond and put it in a special container to 
ensure that it would survive the six-hour drive back to Ames. 
Survive it did, and it also consented to being cultured back in the 
lab so that the team could study it more thoroughly. It is an acid-tolerant 
purple nonsulfur bacteria—but its lipid structure is markedly different 
from the only other purple bacteria found at such low pH, in 
Yellowstone. Also, Harris was thrilled to discover that the bacteria is 
happiest around pH 3, an order of magnitude more acidic than the 
other purple bacteria. “It’s really exciting, because that pushes the 
definition of what we consider habitability” and what kind of extreme 
environments life can exist in, Harris says. 
Harris’s days as an “extreme” scientist are just beginning; this fall, 
she started a Ph.D. program in Princeton’s geosciences department. 
Her advisor, Tullis Onstott, studies the weird and unlikely microorgan-
isms that live deep below the Earth’s surface—his current field projects 
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are in the Canadian Arctic and the world’s deepest mines in South 
Africa—trying to elucidate the origins of life on Earth, and whether 
life might exist below Mars’ surface.
Our Future on Mars
Since 1960, humans have sent more than 40 objects to study Mars. One 
of the most recent, NASA’s Mars Atmosphere and Volatile Evolution 
(MAVEN) spacecraft, which entered orbit around Mars in September, 
has a Wellesley connection: Alexandria Ware DeWolfe ’96 manages the 
mission’s science data center at the Laboratory for Atmospheric and 
Space Physics at the University of Colorado, Boulder. But when will we 
see humans on Mars? Or should we even send people to Mars? 
“I think you’ll find in a lot of planetary scientists a fundamental 
tension between on the one hand wanting to understand these environ-
ments, wanting to understand their stories, and on the other hand, 
wanting to preserve them,” says Wesley Andrés Watters, an assistant 
professor of astronomy at Wellesley who is a science team member on 
the Mars Exploration Rover mission. (See “In Other Worlds,” summer 
2012, for a profile of Watters.)
Harris feels that tension. Before the rovers were sent to Mars, they 
went through planetary-protection procedures to help ensure that Earth 
microbes didn’t hitch a ride. But humans? “When you think about 
sending a human, you know, we’re a walking jungle of microbes. … As 
soon as we contaminate [the planet] with our own terrestrial organisms, 
the chances that it may kill off something that might live on Mars is 
definitely possible,” Harris says. But if done cautiously, “I would love 
to see a person on Mars by the end of my lifetime.”
Rice shares the sentiment, although she points out, “Ever since the 
Apollo era, when humans were on the moon, we’ve been promised 
humans landing on Mars within 20 years. Here it is, 45 years later, and 
we’re still saying, ‘Humans to Mars in 20 years.’ So I’m not optimistic 
that I’m going to be eligible to apply for the astronaut corps that goes 
to Mars. But I do hope that when I’m in my retirement home, before 
I leave this world, I’ll watch on my Google Glass or whatever we have 
at that point the first humans landing on Mars.” 
Dyar also hopes the first humans land on Mars in her lifetime—and 
she expects that a lot of those pioneers will be women. “In a long space 
voyage, resources are everything, right? And women, bang for the 
brain, women are smaller and they eat less, and they think just as well 
as a man. … So, you know, the missions that we send to Mars will very 
likely have significant numbers of female crew members,” Dyar says. 
Including, we hope, at least one Wellesley alum.
Lisa Scanlon Mogolov ’99 is a senior associate editor at Wellesley magazine.
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What is the future of the College library as e-books and digitization become more common? Whatever happens,  
Clapp will still house books—including the priceless core collection donated by founder Henry Durant.
hen MaryBeth Kery ’15 arrived at 
Wellesley, she gravitated to Margaret 
Clapp Library immediately—and no 
wonder. She grew up hanging around her librarian 
mother’s circulation desk, where after school she 
sometimes turned her hand to cutting out paper 
snowflakes for seasonal decorations. 
A computer-science major interested in human- 
computer interaction, Kery has logged countless 
hours working at the Clapp circulation desk during 
her time at the College—and she loves the place. “It’s 
so tranquil,” she says.
Although she still checks out plenty of books for 
students and faculty, Kery says she has seen a marked 
shift toward e-book and e-journal use over the 
last three years, and “we’re circulating a zillion 
iPads now.”
Library staffers also have observed that patrons 
aren’t using the stacks as much as they did only a 
couple of years ago. They’re searching for spots in 
which to study. But digging through the shelves? Not 
so much. Patterns of use at Clapp echo trends at 
academic libraries all over the country. What trans-
formation the library will have undergone by the 
time Kery comes back for her fifth reunion is impos-
sible to predict.
But in 2020, the heart of the collection will still be 
the 7,600 volumes that Henry Durant donated to the 
College at its founding—comprising rare books as 
well as titles from his working library. Durant had 
the radical idea for 1875—a time when access to rare 
books was essentially unknown outside the Ivy 
League—that women ought to have the opportunity 
to use primary sources. So from the beginning, 
Wellesley has sought a more expansive definition 
of an academic library. Through time, growth and 
change have been constant themes.
Burgeoning with Books
Three years after the College opened, the library col-
lection had expanded to some 16,000 volumes and 
more than 100 periodicals, and it was arranged in a 
dedicated wing of College Hall. By the early 20th 
century, the collection had outgrown the wing. In 
1905, philanthropist Andrew Carnegie offered 
Wellesley $125,000 for a new library building on the 
condition that the College raise an equal amount for 
an endowment, which was accomplished by 1907. On 
June 5, 1909, Pauline Durant laid the cornerstone 
of the neoclassical Indiana limestone edifice that—
three significant renovations and additions later—still 
welcomes students today. 
By Catherine O’Neill Grace        Illustrations by Aleks Sennwald 
34 FEATURES wellesley magazineFALL 2014
The building opened in 1910, the books having been 
moved down the hill from College Hall (thankfully, given 
the devastating fire that lay ahead) onto the new shelves 
during spring vacation. Alumnae donated the beloved 
statues of the Lemnian Athena, goddess of wisdom, and 
Hestia Guistiniani, goddess of the hearth, to flank the 
imposing bronze doors added in 1911.
The library’s first addition was begun just five years 
later in 1915 to provide a range of new rooms: a recre-
ational reading room; space to house the growing col-
lection of rare books; offices; archives; a reserve reading 
room; and additional stacks. By 1921, the library housed 
95,000 volumes and several thousand pamphlets and 
subscribed to about 350 periodicals, according to the 
Wellesley College Library Handbook published that year.
More Typewriters, Please!
Responding to new technology has been a constant in 
the life of the library, both at Wellesley and around the 
country. In 1939, Vitalizing the Library, an American 
Library Association publication by Byron Lamar 
Johnson, noted the challenge of accommodating new 
media: “The concept of library materials is expanded to 
include not only books, periodicals, and other printed 
materials, but also pictures, music, scores, phonograph 
records, and motion pictures,” Johnson wrote.
By midcentury, Wellesley’s library needed even more 
space. In 1955, this magazine devoted an entire issue to 
the library, looking at plans for remodeling it and con-
sidering its future. In her article, “The Library in 
Prospect,” Miss Helen M. Brown, the Wellesley librarian, 
discussed the College’s need not only to address the 
problem of storage for the ever-growing book collection 
but also “the demand for adequate typing facilities in the 
library [that] reached such a pitch last year that editorials 
demanding them appeared in the Wellesley News. It is 
certain that more and more students are using typewriters 
for extensive notetaking and for writing papers.”
The structure was doubled in size with the addition 
of a new wing on the west side in 1956. The change had 
been inevitable, Brown wrote—but it did not come 
without some cost. “The old building has its drawbacks 
in the way of poor ventilation, dimness, over-crowding 
and inconvenience, but it does have dignity, a great many 
books, and an aura of scholarship,” she wrote. “It is our 
plan to let in fresh air, light, space, and modern efficiency 
without destroying the atmosphere or distinction of the 
present structure.”
In 1974, the library was named for former president 
Margaret Clapp ’30, and construction began on a third 
addition. The building that alumnae, students, and 
faculty know today—furnished with comfortable arm-
chairs strategically overlooking Lake Waban—was 
finally complete.
Enter “LTS”
Fast-forward to 1994. In the wake of the dizzying trans-
formation wrought by the desktop computer, and in 
anticipation of the internet, the College merged the 
library and computing staffs to form an “information 
services” division. As one of the first academic institu-
tions in the country to do so, Wellesley became a national 
leader for this approach. 
“There’s a lot of synergy between technology and 
library, when it comes to information,” says Ravi 
Ravishanker, Wellesley’s chief information officer. “This 
notion of a merged technology and library organization 
is one of the reasons why I took this job.” The merged 
department today is called Library & Technology 
Services (LTS), with a staff of about 80 people divided 
among information technology, library collections, and 
research and instructional-support functions.
The library began collecting electronic books in 2003, 
increasing the number of titles available to patrons while 
reducing the pressure on stack space. Today, users may 
access more than 658,000 e-books. The volumes offer 
different degrees of functionality, such as the ability to 
download, and some restrictions, including limitations 
on printing. But e-books are in the virtual stacks to stay.
Patrons also have access to more than 88,000 jour-
nals, an enormous increase over the 4,500 available when 
print predominated. The College continues to acquire 
some 8,000 print books annually. Clapp also maintains 
relationships with other libraries so that students and 
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Together with 16 other academic and research librar-
ies in New England, the College is an active member of 
the Boston Library Consortium, which provides sharing 
of print, digital, and electronic content across the member 
libraries. The group offers a forum for a broad range of 
members, and acts as an incubator for projects and initia-
tives important to academic and research libraries in the 
21st century. For example, through the consortium, last 
spring Wellesley signed on to a strong letter to the editor 
of The Chronicle of Higher Education decrying a steep 
upcoming price increase for e-books by some commercial 
publishers and university presses. (Many publishers 
charge libraries for e-books based on a model that com-
bines payment for short-term use of a title with the pur-
chase of the title after a few uses. This allows libraries 
to pay full price for an e-book that meets the needs of 
multiple readers, but much less for those that are checked 
out by only one or two people.)
Making Space
With digital publishing growing, deciding how and what 
to acquire for the library is no longer a matter of simply 
paying for this season’s new crop of books, monographs, 
and magazines. Director of Library Collections Ian 
Graham says, “In the print-to-digital transition that 
all libraries are navigating, thanks to some really good 
work years ago, we’ve gone nearly entirely electronic for 
periodicals—we’re out ahead of any other libraries that 
I’m aware of. The expectation is that people will have 
access immediately, and that we’ll have broad holdings—
and we do.”
The transition to e-journals has cleared space in the 
former periodical room, opening up that area for other 
potential uses, including an “academic commons.” 
Though plans for it are in the early stages, Ravishanker 
envisions the commons as “a hub of academic activities,” 
which would include opportunities for one-on-one as 
well as group interactions. It’s possible that the writing 
and quantitative-reasoning programs might be located 
in the commons, as well as the library help desk. 
1.5 million
total titles in  
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The area would function as “a single place where 
[students] can get all the help that they need,” Ravishanker 
says. He also envisions a “maker space” within Clapp 
that will allow for experimentation with advanced tech-
nologies such as 3-D printers and 3-D scanners, a place 
where “interesting interdisciplinary work can take place. 
Artists trying to visualize digital data can work together 
there.” In addition to creating an academic commons in 
Clapp, according to the library’s long-range plan, “we 
are radically rethinking the branch library spaces on 
campus—art, music, and science.”
“As a space, this library is loved beyond comprehen-
sion,” Ravishanker says. “People come here all the time, 
use it, but they’re sitting with their laptops doing their 
work or collaborating with each other—they’re not using 
the stacks. So we’re trying to figure out how to position 
ourselves in a way that the space still plays an important 
part in the academic life of our students and the faculty, 
yet we still preserve some of the core elements.” 
The Future of Books
But will there still be books? Both Ravishanker and 
Graham say yes—though with some equivocation. 
“The trend is that the collection of physical books 
and monographs is not what it used to be,” says 
Ravishanker, adding that Clapp’s circulation statistics 
show a 50 percent decline in borrowing of physical books 
over three years. “Those who love books love books 
dearly, and they would argue that circulation statistics 
really don’t show the full picture—and they’re right. 
There are people who touch the books, browse the 
books. There are no statistics that show how much of 
that happens. However, there’s no denying that the physi-
cal book is losing its place in our lives.”
Says Graham, “In five years, there will certainly con-
tinue to be many, many books in the library. But in five 
years, we will probably be buying fewer print books, 
because there won’t be as many to buy. Nobody is saying 
‘libraries without books’—that’s a vast oversimplification 
of a very complex transition that, at least from the 
library’s perspective, needs to be driven by the needs of 
the people who are using our institution.”
LTS planners envision a future library where an aca-
demic commons and space for new technologies will 
draw people to Clapp who are now using buildings other 
than the library. Ravishanker’s hope is that patrons will 
come to the commons, but “wander, get to the books, 
get to Special Collections.” 
As the inevitable migration to digital holdings contin-
ues, the treasures in Special Collections retain their 
value—and their appeal. “Whether it is the history of 
science, the history of philosophy, language, geography, 
the history of ideas—it is here,” says Ruth Rogers, curator 
of Special Collections. “Wellesley’s collection is really far 
deeper than you would ever expect for a college this size. 
And that is greatly due to the vision of the founders.”
Graham adds, “We are finding more ways to use our 
unique collection to provide our researchers with real, 
immediate opportunities right here. Wellesley has 
amazing collections; these are things that have been built 
over more than a century around the core of the Durant 
collection. They’re unique, and as we acquire other 
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things—collections, books, archives—students and 
faculty will have the opportunity to do research with 
primary sources here that they can’t do elsewhere.”
Providing Digital Access
In addition to connecting students with real objects, LTS 
is engaged in a variety of digital projects to make treasures 
such as the letters of 19th-century sculptor and poet Anne 
Whitney and the correspondence of Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning and Robert Browning available electronically. 
“These go out into the world, and it builds on itself,” 
says Graham. “People do scholarship that in turn inspires 
students here who do have immediate access.”
Jenifer Bartle, manager of Digital Scholarship 
Initiatives, works with faculty to develop projects that 
involve digitizing College holdings—including the 
Whitney letters and the hundreds of classical coins in the 
Mediterranean Teaching Collection. She says, “I very 
much appreciate the beautiful old objects themselves; my 
approach is to try to liberate the information that’s con-
tained within them. Obviously, the physical objects are 
still important and need to be treasured. But the informa-
tion that’s contained in them can take on a new life. With 
new digital scholarship tools and techniques available to 
us, we can bring the information contained in our unique 
collections to light in new ways.”
As electronic books, monographs, and journals con-
tinue to replace physical books in the Wellesley library, its 
unusually rich collection of rarities—from a ca. 500 b.c.e. 
fragment of a Book of the Dead papyrus to a Shakespeare 
& Company edition of James Joyce’s Ulysses—only 
become more valuable.
“More and more, what’s going to make Wellesley and 
any academic library proud—or at least recognized—is 
its unique materials, not its multiples,” says Rogers. 
“We’re seeing print through a different lens. We’re coming 
full circle to a point where scanning has made the book 
more available, has made text more available. The digital 
side has given everyone more access. But it’s also put a 
focus on those things that are tactile. The more we are 
exposed to an overflow of information, the easier it is to 
get access to words and information, the more important 
are our experiences with the tactile, the handmade.” 
LTS statistics support the idea that Special Collections 
is playing a newly active role in the academic life of the 
College. The number of classes meeting in the space and 
using the materials has skyrocketed, with somewhere 
between 30 and 35 classes working with Special 
Collections every semester. Rogers believes part of the 
change is the result of younger faculty who arrive at 
Wellesley expecting to be able to use—and give their 
students exposure to—primary sources, something 
Henry Durant would surely approve. 
The Library of 2020
When MaryBeth Kery and the rest of the class of 2015 
return to campus for their fifth reunion, there will still 
be books in Clapp Library. What else will be there, staff 
members concede, is hard to predict. Perhaps a café in 
addition to an academic commons and a maker space? 
There will almost certainly still will be comfortable chairs 
overlooking the lake. 
“People talk about a changing role for libraries,” says 
Graham. “I talk about an expanding role. We still do the 
core of what we have done all along; with e-books and 
e-journals, the process is different, but we are emphasizing 
things like special collections, archives, and digital human-
ities. The library does much more than it used to do; the 
library is no longer contained within the walls of Clapp.”
In the meantime, Kery will be putting in her last year 
at the circulation desk, sometimes recycling old entries 
from the card catalog to jot notes. She says she hopes the 
eventual creation of an academic commons will include 
more study spaces for students. “There’s a tension 
between being an institution and being a cozy place for 
students,” she says. “But [Clapp] has changed in some 
nice ways since I starting working here—now I think I 








—Jamie Lausch Vander Broek ’05, learning librarian and exhibits and programming librarian,  
University of Michigan Library
Catherine O’Neill Grace is a senior associate editor of Wellesley magazine. She has made a partial transition to 
reading e-books for certain genres, such as mysteries. For memoirs, history, and the arts, she still prefers (and 
purchases) hard-cover books.
*To read additional observations from alumnae who work in libraries, visit magazine.wellesley.edu and look for this article.
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SUSAN CHALLENGER ’76 enjoys the walk to her office in Green Hall. 
“A favorite part of Wellesley is walking across the Academic Quad 
hearing the carillon,” she says. “I love that the alumnae office is where 
it is, so I can hear it all the time, whenever it gets played.”
After a career in high tech, Challenger returned to the notes of the 
carillon and the College as executive director of the Wellesley Alumnae 
Association in January 2008. She steps down from her position this 
fall. She says she will miss the place and the people. “Wellesley 
is as vibrant today as it was for me as a student. I never 
ceased to be amazed at the dedication of the 
faculty and staff,” she says.
As she delved into her work at her alma 
mater, Challenger saw a need for connecting 
with alumnae in new ways, particularily 
during their nonreunion years. She had 
read the book Bowling Alone: The 
Collapse and Revival of American 
Community, by Robert D. Putnam, 
which concerns “meeting your constitu-
ents where they are,” and she knew that 
Yale had been developing interest groups 
among alumni. She thought that kind of 
structure could work well for Wellesley. 
“We had interest from the African-American 
alumnae, so we worked with [that group] first 
and it became a model,” she says.
Shared interest groups, affectionately known as 
“SIGs,” began to form, and now number more than a dozen. 
“The groups have different levels of engagement,” says Challenger. “Some 
have events. Some have a constitution, or bylaws. Some are discussion 
groups. They can be whatever the alumnae need them to be, and we 
provide support.”
SIGs are just one of many activities Challenger has overseen—from 
reunion to technology supporting alumnae groups around the globe. 
“The WCAA office and the executive director are the center of the web 
of connections among alumnae and the College,” says Laura Daignault 
Gates ’72, chair of the Board of Trustees, who was WCAA president 
when Challenger came on board. “Susan has juggled needs, expecta-
tions, and constraints like a magician, and that’s what it takes. She is 
a master of complex organizations.”
What is it that makes Wellesley alumnae so passionate about their 
connection with the College? “The water!” Challenger laughs. But in 
a more serious vein, she cites qualities that link alumnae, including the 
evocative beauty of the College, the connection with faculty, 
and the lifelong friendships that are made.
“Everybody remembers the lampposts and 
the steps that are worn from other people’s 
feet—the people who walked here before 
you,” she says. “And most alums will tell 
you that there were one or two faculty 
members who changed their lives. 
There’s also something all alumnae 
benefit from that I call the ‘Wellesley 
halo.’ By that, I mean that 90 percent 
of what people are going to think of 
you [as a Wellesley alum] when you 
walk in the door is positive. They will 
think you’re smart, you’re resourceful, 
you’re dependable, you’re creative, you 
work hard—all good traits.”
Traits, not coincidentally, that Susan 
Challenger shares.
WCAA President Karen Williamson ’69 says, 
“Susan was the right woman at the right time—a time of 
organizational change and economic challenge. … We had to figure 
out how to be the most effective with the resources we had. Susan has 
a very strong ability to both focus on details and see the big picture. 
She has been a fabulous partner for me to work with as the president. 
I have the highest regard for her intellect—she is very thoughtful about 
how she approaches things. And she will be missed.”
—Catherine O’Neill Grace
WCAA
News and information from the worldwide network of the Wellesley College Alumnae Association
Challenger Steps Down as 
WCAA Executive Director
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WCAA winter board meeting
MAY
6 
Stepsinging hosted by WCAA
27
Senior lunch and induction into WCAA
JUNE
4–5 
WCAA spring board meeting
5–7
Reunion for classes ending in 0s and 5s
To learn more about the activities of the 
WCAA, visit www.wellesley.edu/alumnae.
The new magazine website’s 
responsive design adjusts to 
fit different devices.
THE DAY WELLESLEY MAGAZINE ARRIVES in alumnae 
mailboxes is a much-anticipated one … we know, 
because if someone misses an issue, we’re likely to get 
a call inquiring as to its whereabouts. But increasingly, 
we’re also receiving different kinds of queries—“Can I 
read class notes online?” and “Can you send me a link 
to that feature about X? … I want to share it with my 
non-Wellesley friends.” Now, with the launch of our new 
website (magazine.wellesley.edu), the answer to both 
questions is yes.
We hope that the new site will make reading the maga-
zine online as enjoyable as flipping through the paper 
version (which, by the way, isn’t going anywhere). Because 
the site is responsive, its design changes depending on 
whether you’re using a laptop or a tablet or a smartphone, 
making it easier to read. We’re also adding web-only 
content, like photo galleries from events like the alumnae 
parade, Hooprolling, and commencement.
And yes, class notes are there, too, but they are 
behind a firewall. To log in, use your Wellesley login (A.K.A. 
the username from your wellesley.edu email account). All 
alumnae were given a Wellesley login and notified by 
email last August. If you have not yet used it, please log 
into my.wellesley.edu. If you do not have your login, or if 
you have problems, email helpdesk@wellesley.edu or call 
781-283-333. We’ll see you online!
MAGAZINE ADDS DIGITAL
Visit us at magazine.wellesley.edu.
BLUE ON THE  
RED PLANET
Wellesley scientists are 
making their mark on 
Mars. Meet three who 
are closely involved 
with NASA’s ongoing 
explorations.
BLUE ON THE RED PLANET
Wellesley scientists are making their 
mark on Mars. Meet three who 
are closely involved with NASA’s 
ongoing explorations. Has there 
ever been life on the Red Planet?  
A Wellesley woman just might be 
the one to find out for sure.
BLUE ON THE RED PLANET
Wellesley scientists are making their 
mark on Mars. Meet three who are 
closely involved with NASA’s ongoing 
explorations. Has there ever been 
life on the Red Planet? A Wellesley 
woman just might be the one to find 
out for sure.
72 wellesley magazineFALL 2014IN MEMORIAM
Blythe McVicker Clinchy
1930–2014
Blythe McVicker Clinchy, inaugural Class 
of 1949 Professor of Ethics and profes-
sor of psychology, died on April 23, 
2014. She graduated from the Columbus 
School for Girls, received her B.A. from 
Smith College, M.A. from the New 
School for Social Research, and Ph.D. 
in human development from Harvard 
University. She began teaching psychol-
ogy at Wellesley College in 1965 as 
an A.B.D. and mother of three young 
sons. Blythe taught at Wellesley until her 
retirement in 2000, and served as psychology department chair, psy-
chological director of the Child Study Center, Faculty Fellow of the 
Pforzheimer Learning and Teaching Center, and research fellow at the 
Wellesley Centers for Women.
Blythe’s teaching and scholarship were synergistic: Her research 
focused on intellectual development and epistemology, and her teach-
ing provided an arena in which to apply her research. Early in her 
career, Blythe collaborated with colleague Claire Zimmerman to test 
the applicability to college women of William Perry’s model of intel-
lectual development. Perry’s model was based on college men, but as 
Blythe said, “In truth, we had no doubt that it was perfectly applicable, 
that Perry’s was a gender-neutral theory.” When giving talks, Blythe 
would mischievously shock her audience with the admission that she 
and Claire initially “threw away” interviews from those who didn’t 
fit Perry’s model, only gradually explaining how they revisited those 
interviews and learned from them.
That work formed the foundation for Blythe’s groundbreaking 
book: Women’s Ways of Knowing, co-authored with Mary Belenky, 
Goldberger, and Jill Tarule (1986/1997). Blythe and her collabora-
tors vividly described the position of “received knowledge,” where 
students wait to be informed by authoritative experts, and “subjectiv-
ism,” where students accept their personal feelings and experiences as 
knowledge. They came to see the developmental value of these posi-
tions in the context of individuals’ lives. For example, subjectivism—
deplored among academics—might be a significant achievement for a 
student who had previously felt silenced by “expert” interpretations. 
Similarly, being able to learn from others, a “passive” perspective belit-
tled by advocates of critical thinking, could represent an important 
milestone for someone who had previously been unable to make sense 
of what they heard and read.
Most strikingly, Blythe and her colleagues contrasted that gold 
standard of academic and intellectual discourse, impersonal and dis-
passionate “separate” knowing, with the suspiciously mushy-sounding, 
emotion-accepting “connected” knowing. Blythe argued that using both 
positions flexibly was optimal. It was revolutionary to assert that much 
could be learned by “thinking with” rather than “thinking against” 
others’ arguments. Blythe anticipated, by decades, psychology’s current 
fascination with how emotion, rather than being the enemy of good 
decision-making and analysis, may facilitate and inform it.
Others often assume that Women’s Ways of Knowing describes 
a way of thinking unique to women, but Blythe was clear that vari-
ous ways of thinking were found among women and men, albeit with 
culturally shaped differences in frequency. She identified herself, by 
inclination and initial training, as a “separate” thinker. Her apprecia-
tion of alternative perspectives, and ability to use connected knowing 
herself, were intellectual achievements, which she then helped make 
possible for others.
Blythe’s extensive service to the College reflected her intellec-
tual dedication to understanding differences in how people develop 
beliefs about what knowledge is, how it is produced, and how they 
think about themselves as “knowers.” She led faculty seminars and 
new faculty orientations, and she co-founded the Wellesley Feminist 
Pedagogy Group. She spoke often of experiencing tension between 
the teaching goals of “relevance and rigor.” Though unfailingly mod-
est about her success in integrating those goals, she inspired others by 
her ability to forge collaborative (connected) relationships with her 
students, which in turn allowed students (and colleagues) to learn from 
her incisive critiques.
Those of us who were fortunate enough to learn, work, think, 
converse, and laugh with Blythe will never forget her sharp, question-
ing intelligence, her playful sense of humor, the humility that made her 
receptive to new perspectives, and her gifts of collaboration.
—Ann Congleton, professor of philosophy, emerita; Annick Mansfield, 
institutional research director, Office of Institutional Planning and 
Assessment; Julie K. Norem, Hamm Professor of Psychology; and Claire 
Zimmerman, professor of psychology, emerita
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Elisabeth “Coxie” Green Hair ’41 died peacefully 
in her sleep on March 19.
A St. Louis native, Coxie lived in Beebe, was 
editor-in-chief of the Wellesley News, and belonged 
to Shakespeare Society. Liz was a leader in politics 
and business in Charlotte, N.C., serving as chair of 
the County Commission and serving on boards for 
UNC, Piedmont Natural Gas, and Nationsbank. 
The Liz Hair Nature Walk honors her service to 
Charlotte. She leaves four inspired daughters, who 
think WWMD (What would Mom do?). “If you 
can swim in three feet of water, you can swim in 
300 feet of water.” “Go where you are afraid to go; 
do what you are afraid to do.”
Elisabeth Hair DeMarse ’76
Marion Jennings Hollis ’41 died on July 24, 2013.
Marnie, a lover of books, babies, and gardens, 
was an entertainer even from her bed! She took the 
road less traveled countless times, often making her 
well ahead of her times. She told me a story about 
how she took a nutrition class at Wellesley and 
began promoting “you are what you eat” at dinner 
parties in the ’40s. Friends and family roared when 
she tried to explain the virtues of vegetables and 
whole grains! She was wise, passionate, and charm-
ing. My mom was my best friend. She is also missed 
by her sons, Nick and Ben, four grandchildren, and 
three great-grandchildren.
Mary Jennings Eaton
Patricia Bamman Norland ’42 died on May 20.
Already an internationalist at 16, Patsy won 
a London trip for writing about the Merchant 
Marine. At Wellesley, she penned essays on foreign 
affairs that were remarkably and wisely prescient. 
Falling in love with a diplomat, she shared a life of 
devotion to the Foreign Service, making friends for 
America in countries including Morocco, France, 
Botswana, and Chad, where she taught English. 
She treasured her lifelong friendship with room-
mate Virginia Reid Bowman ’42. She was fond of 
antiques, literature, music from Puccini to Elvis, his-
tory, and little parties. Two life lessons she passed 
on with passion were “everyone should have a dog” 
and “no more killing.”
Patricia “Kit” D. Norland
Carol Moore Smith ’44 passed away on Aug. 7.
Originally an English and music major, Carol 
switched to chemistry with the hope of contributing 
to the war effort. She received a master’s in biochem-
istry from Stanford and fell in love with California, 
making homes of both Los Angeles and the Central 
Coast. She was a faithful choir member, always had 
stacks of books and magazines that she was working 
through, and never turned down a game of bridge. 
She was a loved and gracious member of the com-
munities she belonged to and will be missed.
Ashley Richardson ’06
1932 Ruth Kemmerer Dorf Feb. 11, 2014
1936 Virginia Childs Street  Aug. 6, 2014
1937 Helen Prime Drummond April 5, 2014 
Barbara Townsend Meem April 30, 2014
1938 Bernice Kraus Brussel Feb. 14, 2014 
Margaret Holmes Kelley April 3, 2014
1939 Dorothea Baker Polster June 25, 2014 
J. Yvonne Duff Wight May 19, 2014 
Hilda Warshaw Lichtenstein July 6, 2014
1940 Elinor Bancel Hancock Aug. 6, 2014 
Louise Lester Wing March 31, 2014
1941 Ruth Anderson Lusky June 6, 2014 
Sally Creedon O’Hare June 10, 2014 
Elinor Goodfriend Ratner May 15, 2014
1942 Patricia Bamman Norland May 20, 2014
1943 Betty Burns Densmore June 25, 2014 
Helen Finkelstein Bruner May 9, 2014 
Jean L. Potter March 4, 2014 
Pat Thurston Schwab Feb. 17, 2014
1944 Margaret Camp Warner Jan. 18, 2014 
Sarah Ernst Bondy Date unknown 
Lydia Georges Stratton April 29, 2014 
June Hulbert Loebl May 18, 2014 
Kathleen Lucas Barber June 25, 2014 
Elizabeth L. Macey June 29, 2011 
Jean Werner  
 Morgan-Bonham June 11, 2014
1945 Anne Ackerson Duvall Feb. 27, 2014 
Phyllis Arbuckle Zell March 23, 2014 
Martha Nye Shriver June 22, 2014 
Alice Ziegler Edgerton April 27, 2014
1946 Olivia Foster Allaway June 12, 2014 
Barbara Grahn Garretson April 21, 2014 
Grace Schechter Rubin Feb. 12, 2014 
Evelyn Watson Eager March 16, 2014
1947 Mary Burnham MacCracken July 23, 2014 
Beth Hiett Brown Aug. 11, 2014 
Katharine Krebs Davis Taylor Jan. 9, 2013
1948 Marie Giles Baldwin Nov. 5, 2013 
Helen L. Kuehn July 3, 2014 
Sylvia Morss Page April 22, 2014 
Margaret Roberts Stevenson Dec. 30, 2013 
Janet Van Arsdale Shaw Feb. 15, 2013 
Frances Wells Hughes June 24, 2014
1949 Winifred Corey Bergner May 31, 2014 
Barbara Cotton Carey March 5, 2014 
Alice B. Peterson June 18, 2014 
Mary Jane Shepard Vanderwilt May 10, 2014
1950 Olive Bramhall McDowell July 16, 2014 
Jean Gans Kleinman May 8, 2014 
Evelyn Giles Souvaine Feb. 19, 2014
1951 Gail Holmgren Bickford April 15, 2014 
Mary Johnston Evans May 5, 2014
1952 Nancy Carson Hovey June 4, 2014 
Marion Ellis Leavitt May 2, 2014 
Alice Gutmann  
 Brandfonbrener May 31, 2014 
Phoebe Meyerowitz Abelow Aug. 22, 2014 
Mary Rodgers Guettel June 26, 2014 
Wilma Jean Summers July 18, 2014
1953 Tracy Oppenheimer O’Kates Sept. 4, 2013 
E. Louise Kaufman Bernstein Dec. 2, 2013
1954 Jean Dinkelspiel Chaitin Aug. 19, 2014 
Patricia Grosh Dec. 21, 2013 
Marilu Van Anden Remsberg June 2, 2014
1955 Mary Breck Lyon June 30, 2014 
Mary Guillemin Meyerand Jan. 2, 2012 
Louise L. Henderson May 24, 2014 
Carol A. Sweeney Feb. 18, 2014
1956 Elizabeth Heagney Tremain June 3, 2014 
Phyllis Rosen Herman June 25, 2014
1957 Mary Lou McClure  July 15, 2014
1958 Judith Holzman Litt July 2, 2014 
C. Anne Kinnamon  
 Magnuson July 20, 2014 
Ann M. Norwood June 9, 2014 
Patricia Roberts Pemble June 5, 2014
1959 Jackeen Kelleher Churchill June 26, 2014 
Sully McCauley Bogardus July 26, 2014
1961 Linda Dubinsky Skrainka June 2, 2014
1962 Mary Penrose Colby June 17, 2012
1963 Margaret A. Henderson June 25, 2014
1965 Louise Ladd July 11, 2014
1970 Janet S. Packer June 20, 2014
1977 Kathy Santilli Hayes May 24, 2014
1978 Elizabeth Brown Tatz July 23, 2014
1981 Evelyn Ellington March 21, 2013 
Martha J. Fenn May 27, 2014
1986 Alexandra L. McLeod June 21, 2014
1987 Jennifer Smith Collison Sept. 27, 2010
1991 April Brooks Morris July 24, 2014
1994 Rebecca B. Ruquist May 15, 2014
1999 Elisha LeFlore Inferrera July 24, 2014
2000 Jennifer Dowd Boivin May 31, 2014
GS Jane Allen Kenyon Feb. 19, 2014
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Anne “Johnny” Johnson Banks ’46 died peacefully 
on Sept. 23, 2013, with her family singing songs 
by her side.
After Wellesley, she went to art school in 
Honolulu and mastered many forms of art. A mem-
ber of the “color school” of abstract art, her favor-
ite themes were the sailboats she sailed on with 
her husband, circus clowns, and abstract forms of 
Jungian archetypes. She was a founding member 
of Gallery 10 in Washington, D.C., and estab-
lished the fine and commercial art department at 
Northern Virginia Community College, which she 
chaired for 35 years. She is terribly missed by her 
family and many friends. She was my best friend.
Ellison Banks Findly ’71
Mary Burnham MacCracken ’47 died peacefully 
on July 23 at Kendal at Hanover, N.H., from a 
melanoma.
Mary treasured Wellesley, where she majored in 
English and made lifelong friends, with whom she 
remained in touch through a round robin newslet-
ter. She and her second husband, Cal MacCracken 
(who predeceased her in 1999), an inventor, had a 
wonderful relationship, supportive of each other’s 
work. Mary taught autistic and learning-disabled 
children and wrote four books about her experi-
ences; she was pleased her books are being repub-
lished this year. Asked recently what mattered most 
to her, she replied: “Family, friends, and writing.”
Susan Thistle
Helen Louise Kuehn ’48 died on July 3.
Her major in chemistry led her to a Hamm’s 
Brewing Company laboratory, then promotion to 
San Francisco to head all Hamm’s labs. She joined 
Heublein’s wine division, moved to Hartford, 
Conn., and then spent five years in Lisbon, Portugal, 
as one of the first quality assurance experts in the 
spirits field. Following retirement, she returned to 
her childhood home in Minneapolis, where she dis-
played her Portuguese tiles and held innumerable 
parties. She was a music lover, generous volunteer, 
and enthusiastic aunt. A friend’s description: “fun-
loving, competent, intelligent, one of the smartest 
women I knew. A true Renaissance woman.”
Susan Kuehn Boyd ’47
Barbara Kuehn Belew ’52
Pauline Moller Kolenda ’49 passed away on 
March 15.
Originally from New Hampshire, after gradu-
ating from Wellesley, Pauline received a Ph.D. in 
anthropology from Cornell University in 1953. 
Pauline met her husband, Konstantin Kolenda, a 
professor of philosophy at Rice University, on a 
blind date in Michigan, married, and then moved 
to Houston in 1962. Pauline was a professor of 
social anthropology at the University of Houston 
from 1962 until her retirement to California in 
1999. Pauline is survived by her sister, Mary, of 
Florida, her son, Christopher, of Texas, her step-
daughter, Helena, of New York, granddaughters 
Cassandra of Texas and Chloe of New York, and 
nephews Bruce, Barry, and James.
Helena Kolenda
Margaret “Peggy” Bowers Allison ’50 died on 
Nov. 29, 2013, lovingly surrounded by her four 
children.
Wellesley was enormously important through-
out Peggy’s life. She was active in TZE, lived in 
“Pom,” and was on the Tree Day Court. A favorite 
Wellesley story occurred long after graduation, ini-
tiated by a memorable quip from Peggy’s husband, 
Les, to the husband of classmate Lila Barbash 
Horwitz, at their 25th reunion. It later resulted 
in Peggy’s daughter meeting, and eventually mar-
rying, Lila’s son, linking two ’50 families forever! 
Peggy was profoundly grateful for all the blessings 
that Wellesley brought into her life—enlightening 
experiences, cherished and enduring friendships 
and, ultimately, a treasured son-in-law and three 
(of her seven) grandchildren.
Shelley Allison ’77
Jean Gans Kleinman ’50 died on May 8.
Jean’s long, tortuous battle with Alzheimer’s 
disease began almost 20 years ago. She remained 
at home under the loving care of her husband, 
Allan, who passed away several years ago without 
her knowing it.
When early rheumatic fever limited physi-
cal activity, Jean found the piano. Her Wellesley 
major was music; she was an honors scholar. After 
graduation, she taught at the Cleveland Institute 
of Music and also instructed pupils at home while 
raising two children.
Jean is survived by daughter Amy of Chicago, 
two grandchildren, and son Jon Kleinman of Los 
Angeles. A dear friend is finally at rest.
Nancy Becker Way ’50
Phoebe Cover Thomas ’51 died on March 27 in 
Oxfordshire, England, after a long illness.
Phoebe was a native of Shaker Heights, Ohio, 
but eventually made her home in England with her 
British husband, Duncan, a hematologist. They had 
three children and two grandsons, who were very 
dear to her. A social worker at the Great Ormond 
Street Children’s Hospital in London, she loved 
reading, art, music, and the garden at their house 
in Kirtlington, near Oxford. Wellesley was always 
important to her, and she attended several reunions. 
Phoebe was a dear and loving friend whose friend-
ship enriched my life. I miss her very much.
Ellie Rubinstein Weld ’51
Gail Holmgren Bickford ’51 died on April 15.
Gail arrived at Wellesley a skilled cartoonist, a 
dancer (later our Junior Show jester), and writer, 
adapting the Norse mythology of her family’s 
Scandinavian heritage in her fiction. Unable to 
resist poking gentle fun at pretentious nonsense, 
her serious efforts went into advanced French 
and beginning Russian. She received a Ph.D. from 
the University of Pennsylvania; her dissertation 
was on Chaucer. The Bickfords, with children 
Geoffrey and Alison, settled in Dennis, Mass. Gail 
taught at Cape Cod Community College. Gail 
loved Freedom, N.H., welcoming our visits to her 
family’s wonderful old house. Later, she returned 
permanently and initiated a publishing company, 
the Freedom Press Associates.
Jane Lancefield Hersey ’51
Janice MacMahon Aldrich ’51
Alice Gutmann Brandfonbrener ’52 died on 
May 31 at home in Chicago of leukemia, which she 
battled with fierceness and intelligence for years.
A very accomplished physician, Alice invented 
her field of medicine for performing artists and 
was director of that program at the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago (see our 50th reunion record 
book). An avid music fan, she combined art and 
science into a long, distinguished, fulfilling career.
Alice loved Wellesley. Smart, innovative, knowl-
edgeable, caring, warm, adventurous and fun, she 
treasured time with her family and was a wonderful 
wife, mother, and grandmother, and a special friend 
of many of us.
Wendy Altschul Rolland ’52
Carolyn Ward Fleming ’54 died on July 26, 2013.
A quiet, gentle, smiling woman, Lyn graciously 
but firmly upheld her personal beliefs and stan-
dards without ever being judgmental of anyone 
else. Stoic facing adversity, kind, loving, loyal and 
thoughtful, Lyn was devoted to her family, friends, 
and lifetime hometown of Wellesley, Mass. She was 
a beloved and outstanding teacher, wife, mother, 
grandmother and friend. A passionate advocate for 
the mentally ill, Lyn served as the president of the 
Alliance for the Mentally Ill in Newton, Mass. She 
was also a past president of the Wellesley Junior 
Women’s Club. She enriched our lives significantly.
Lyn Gallagher ’54
Norma Raffaele ’54
Mary Breck Lyon ’55 died of cancer on June 30 in 
Newport, R.I. The loss to Pro, her husband of 58 
years, her children and grandchildren, her many 
friends, and to our class of 1955 is overwhelming.
I roomed with Mary our freshman year in 
Navy and enjoyed a close friendship ever after. 
Throughout the years—in Pomeroy, as class secre-
tary, in Connecticut and Newport—she remained 
a pure joy. Her uniquely good-humored and tire-
less ministering unto ranged from church and 
community outreach for Vietnamese refugees and 
Newport’s homeless to Salve Regina’s bookstore, St. 
Michael’s School, and always to her loving family.
Sally Stowell Kreitler ’55
Joanne Dorrance Stillman ’55, the multitalented, 
curly-haired beauty from New Hartford, N.Y., died 
on May 3 of complications of cancer.
At Wellesley, Joey was a part of our Bates first-
floor gang, but carved her own path majoring in 
music and singing with the Tupelos. Her master’s 
from Syracuse reinforced the foundation for a suc-
cessful teaching career.
After graduation, Jo married her devoted high-
school sweetheart, Paul, and enjoyed a 58-year 
marriage, splitting time between New York and 
Hilton Head, S.C. Life centered around their four 
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children, seven grandchildren, Wellesley clubs, and 
Junior League, and a host of successful rounds of 
championship golf.
Lura Allen Mountford ’55
Mary Munroe West ’55
Kathryn Greer Hall ’55 died on March 18.
From the first day I met her at Wellesley until 
the last good-bye, my wife was a wonderful lady, 
full of life, and devoted to her family.
After graduation, she worked at the Arnold 
Arboretum at Harvard and traveled alone to the 
Harvard field station in pre-Castro Cuba. This 
spirit was evident in her eight-year battle with 
Alzheimer’s.
She leaves her husband, three children, and 
three grandchildren. Family and friends attended a 
memorial service for her at the Salisbury National 
Cemetery in Salisbury, N.C., on May 30.
Dudley A. Hall
Carol A. Sweeney ’55 died on Feb. 18.
Carol was intelligent, witty, and strongly opin-
ionated, and a dear and caring friend. She loved 
music and was a member of the campus singing 
group the FreeBateEight.
The focus of her life beyond family and friends 
was NASA and the Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo 
space projects. She was proud to be part of the 
program. She wrote in a 1967 letter, “You have to 
bear with my strung out thoughts! NASA tends to 
breed a sense of involvement that the Jesuits would 
envy.” We remember her warm heart, sense of 
humor, and passionate spirit.
Betty Crosby Breslin ’55
Jeannette Ffrench McInnes ’55
Joy Sallick Rogers ’55
Lee Strauss Strong ’55
Nancy Collins Collins ’56 died on Feb. 16.
Nan grew up on Nantucket in Massachusetts. 
It was there that she met and married her husband, 
Allen. They settled in West Hartford, Conn., where 
they founded Allen Collins, Inc., a clothing store. 
Nan ran the store’s women’s division and took 
a certain delight in chiding Al when her division 
outperformed his. Her quiet demeanor belied her 
competitive entrepreneurial spirit.
Nan’s primary joy throughout her life was her 
family. They gathered each summer on Nantucket. 
Nan never lost her beautiful smile or friendly, con-
siderate manner, even as her disease robbed her of 
her memory.
Barbara Gelder Kelley ’56
C. Anne Kinnamon Magnuson ’58 died on July 20.
Anne was truly a life-long learner. While in 
hospice for 22 months, she mastered the iPad, 
researched effects of pesticides on honeybees, and 
participated in conference calls with the League 
of Women Voters. In earlier years, Anne wrote 
articles about the environment and reported for 
local newspapers, telling me, “Some people like 
to interview famous people, but I like to interview 
ordinary people.”
Anne was an avid bridge and tennis player, a 
proud mother and grandmother, a gracious friend, 
and a loyal alum, savoring Wellesley reunions with 
her husband, Jim.
Carolyn Rowe Flint ’58
Jackeen Kelleher Churchill ’59 died on June 26 of 
a rare disease of the immune system, which she 
endured with great courage for many years.
Jackeen and Jim, her husband of almost 56 
years, lived in New Orleans, Los Angeles, and 
Tokyo, where Jim practiced law and Jackeen either 
immersed herself in the culture or devoted herself to 
volunteer activities, including becoming a cofounder 
of the Louisiana Nature Center and a docent at the 
Pacific Asian Museum in Pasadena, Calif. Her long 
confinement was relieved by regular visits from 
members of a book club she had enjoyed for years.
Jackeen and I met in Navy, were roommates in 
Caz, and best friends for 50 years.
Linda Hadley Vaughn ’59
Sully McCauley Bogardus ’59 died at home on July 
26 in New York City from breast cancer.
Sully, a Charlestonian, and I, the only two ’59 
South Carolinians, roomed together junior year 
in France.
Through her, while she was dating her future 
husband of 54 years, I met my husband. Sully was 
my bridesmaid. Graduating summa cum laude, Phi 
Beta Kappa, and a May Day queen, Sully had a 
distinguished career at Credit Suisse First Boston. 
She was keenly intelligent and devoted to her three 
sons and Sid, who predeceased her. Sully’s unfail-
ingly gentle, respectful, and courteous manners set 
her apart. Adieu, dear friend.
Nan Tull ’59
Linda Dubinsky Skrainka ’61 died on June 2.
Linda was a talented painter who could capture 
everyday things with a heightened reality that held 
an uneasy truth: Each moment must disappear. 
The white flowers on a white tablecloth would 
wither, the glass of red wine might topple. Painting 
allowed her to hold that moment, that light, that 
clarity of vision. (See lindaskrainka.com.)
St. Louis was home. Her rooms gave strong color 
to Steve and their three children, her remarkable gar-
den carried that vibrant spirit out to her studio.
Serious artist, passionate gardener, opera lover, 
generous supporter of the underprivileged, her 
capacity for friendship was treasured by many.
Elizabeth “Tizzie” Goddard ’61
Margy Henderson ’63, our dear friend, died peace-
fully on June 25 after facing cancer with courage 
and faith.
The mother of three, Margy delighted in six 
grandchildren, sharing her last seven years with 
her husband, Dave Ware.
She loved Wellesley, sang in the choir, and 
attended reunions faithfully. A chemistry major 
and Harvard M.A., she taught and worked in the 
corporate world. International travel and camping 
with her family in Acadia were favorite adventures.
Margy was one of five Caz freshmen who’ve 
remained lifelong friends, meeting regularly around 
the country. We especially remember her contagious 
enthusiasm for anything she undertook.
Betsy Arnold Tipper ’63
Beth Hage Ronka ’63
Carol Franklin Stinson ’63
Louise Ladd ’65 died peacefully on July 11.
Louise “Doodle” was surrounded by her chil-
dren and loving partner of 38 years, Doug Taylor. 
She had battled her “wild type” gastrointenstinal 
tumor for 17 years, enduring pain and not giving 
up to the very end. She relished a lobster dinner 
when I visited her in June. The strength of her spirit 
was awe-inspiring.
Louise married Calvin Cordulack after gradu-
ation, and they had three children, Christopher, 
Julianne, and Jeffery. Louise enrolled in Taylor’s 
Acting Workshop in the ’70s and her creative 
juices flowed. She was a successful novelist, actress, 
producer, and teacher. She was dear, funny, warm-
hearted, talented, and full of smiles and compas-
sion for all. I’ll miss her.
Barbara Bolln Monsler ’65
Caroline V. Meirs ’66 died on Feb. 28 in Rochester, 
N.Y.
She bravely fought her rare salivary gland cancer 
for nearly 12 years. Caroline, an Alexandria, Va., 
resident, was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. She joined 
the United States Information Agency in 1968 and 
had postings in South America, Africa, and Europe. 
After retirement, she worked for FEMA as a spokes-
woman from 1997 to 2009. She was fluent in six 
languages and twice served as the editorial board 
chairwoman of the Foreign Service Journal.
Caroline loved skiing, scuba diving, swimming, 
animals, jazz, traveling, theater, and writing. She 
is greatly missed by her family and all her friends.
Victoria Koo Hitchins ’66
Robin Ladd McEntire ’66
Leslie Benton Bjorncrantz ’67 died on July 3.
It wasn’t a surprise to learn in a Wellesley report 
that Leslie gave to the College days before she died 
of cancer.
Leslie was loyal in her loves: husband Ed, son 
Bill, family, friends (especially Wellesley friends), 
Wellesley, and her life-long employer, Northwestern.
Les enjoyed dishing the dirt. Ever the librarian, 
she catalogued all books read, movies viewed, and 
CDs heard in a personal reference book, perhaps 
her post-college “valuable.”
She never hesitated to initiate the call. The phone 
won’t ring as often, yet the dialogue will continue.
Kristin Elliott ’67
Janet Packer ’70 died from complications of cancer 
on June 20.
Janet was an outstanding concert violinist 
and educator. A thoughtful, intelligent musician, 
she chaired the Conservatory string department 
of Longy School of Music in Cambridge for 12 
years and was on the faculty of the Rivers School 
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Conservatory. She was president of Pro Violino 
Foundation, which she founded to support the 
creation of new violin music. We remember the 
enthusiasm she showed while at Wellesley for the 
MIT Orchestra. Janet is survived by husband Sam 
Rechtoris, brother Alex Packer, father Leo Packer, 
and the many students and friends who will miss 
her fine playing, quiet poise, and loving heart.
Marcia Howe Adams ’70
Shelley Cross ’70
Martha Fenn ’81 died on May 27.
Martha was an intellectual who studied lan-
guages (Greek, Chinese) and history. She and I came 
from Oregon, and I loved seeing her around cam-
pus, bouncing along in her beloved Birkenstocks, 
always ready with a funny quip or deep insight. 
I admired how she remained steadfast while so 
many of us shapeshifted on a regular basis. Martha 
returned west to Tucson, Ariz., and after graduating 
from law school, instead of practicing, she stayed 
on to focus on enriching student life. Given her 
unique joy, warmth, encouragement, and interest 
in all things people, this was a perfect match. She 
leaves a thousand mourning friends.
Holly Abernethy ’81
Jennifer Dowd Boivin ’00 died on May 31.
When Jen went from small-town New Jersey 
to Wellesley, she dove headfirst into French with 
a fervor that allowed her to share her joie de vivre 
with the rest of the world: French House led to 
Wellesley-in-Aix, which led to Peace Corps in 
Mauritania and a Belgium wedding to husband 
Peter. Her main feature was an unforgettable smile 
that would ignite at the mere hint of adventure, 
grand or small. Jen, we’ll miss trying to unlock 
your delightful mystery.
Joy Bashew Rosenberg ’00
Katherine Hagadorn Luppo ’00
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Continued from page 3
When our daughter was born in 2008, my 
husband and I faced another battle for acceptance 
of her hyphenated surname. I give him credit for 
fighting it with me, because when we first dis-
cussed children’s surnames, he was not entirely 
on board with hyphenating. It amazes me that in 
this age of high-powered women leaders and well-
educated women in every social class, many 
mothers, married or not, choose to give their 
children just the father’s surname if their own is 
different. Hyphenated surnames can be cumber-
some, but for my husband and me, it’s a way for 
us both to maintain a nominal connection to our 
children, as well as our own identities.
Virginia Slaughter ’00
Smithfield, R.I.
A WOMAN BY ANY OTHER NAME
The article “What’s in a 
Surname” struck me as a 
bit of a fluff piece. Maybe 
that’s because I happened 
to land on the traditional 
side of the generation 
gap. In any event, what a 
woman calls herself is 
not what defines her. As 
Shakespeare’s Romeo put 
it, “That which we call a rose, by any other name 
would smell as sweet.” But, then again, he was 
a man.
Still, women should not obsess over what last 
name to choose with the expectations that their 
decision will make a significant difference in who 
they are or what they hope to be.
Doris Schaffer O’Brien ’54
Pasadena, Calif.
NO RIGHT ANSWERS
Thanks for Teal Pennebaker’s interesting piece 
on surnames. Graduating in 1961 and marrying 
shortly thereafter, I changed my name without 
thinking; no woman did otherwise. Thirteen years 
later, after (who could have predicted, then) a 
divorce, I thought I would keep the name to avoid 
making my daughter uncomfortable. She was six, 
and in first grade, when I thought about changing 
back, and when I asked her if she would mind, she 
looked at me in astonishment and said, “Mommy, 
you should have whatever name you want. Why 
would it bother ME?” So I changed it “back” and 
vowed not to change it again. I stayed with my 
“maiden” name, even years later as I remarried. 
My husband and I have been married 35 years and 
when our housekeeper lived with us as our daugh-
ter grew up, there were four people and four names 
on our apartment door. Now there are only two 
and two, and it bothers neither of us when people 
mix them up. It has been advantageous that my 
daughter and I have different names; she doesn’t 
have to carry the “baggage” of my reputation! 
There are no right answers here, only choices. 
Ultimately, they aren’t the consequential ones. But 
one measure of a man’s self-confidence is his 
comfort in his wife’s having “her own” name.
Rosalie J. Wolf ’61
New York
BACK IN THE NEST
I had to smile reading the thoughtful essay by 
Karen Grigsby Bates ’73, “The Un-Empty Nest,” 
in the last issue (Endnote, summer ’14). I, too, have 
a Skidmore grad (’14) living at home. In fact, she 
and Bates’ son are friends. While my daughter has 
a great summer job that has given her the confi-
dence to rent an apartment in Somerville for the 
fall, there is not, from what I can see, a definitive 
plan in place beyond that. But part of our role as 
parents, I think, is, yes, to pick up the occasional 
carton of milk, and also to let our kids go and let 
them be.
My daughter will no doubt consume her fair 
share of “sardines and unsweetened tea,” as Bates 
did in her early days in New York City, while she 
struggles to find her place in the world. But I have 
no doubt that in the end she will find her way. 
Having had the pleasure of once meeting Bates’ 
charming and charismatic son in the Skidmore 
ceramics studio, I can say the same about him!
Sharon Kanner Johnson ’84
Newton, Mass.
NORTH 40 MEMORIES
Addendum to the interesting article on “The 
North 40’s Future” (summer ’14). In the 1950s 
(and perhaps longer), students in Botany 101 had 
plots in the North 40. We planted in autumn and 
harvested in the spring. I remember especially 
wonderful hyacinths, products of this “hands on” 
experience.
Elsa Kahn Ramin ’56
Chestnut Hill, Mass.
HOW TO SUBMIT A MEMORIAL
Wellesley welcomes memorials for alumnae written 
by friends or family members. Please contact the 
appropriate class secretary and/or the magazine staff 
(magazine@wellesley.edu or 781-283-2342) before 
writing or submitting a memorial.
Memorials in Wellesley magazine are limited to 100 
words. The magazine does not accept eulogies or 
previously published obituaries for adaptation. All 
submissions may be edited.
Two-inch hand-painted treasure box  
personalized with your custom inscription.
 $175 ✦ www.glazeware.com/wellesley
847-446-6861 ✦ info@chicagowellesleyclub.org 
Pair it with the Wellesley College porcelain tray.
Wellesley College  
Enamel Box
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THE SQUINT FACTOR
I agree with the letter from Jill Coxhead McManus 
’62. The magazine’s print is uncomfortably small. 
I do have vision problems, but this latest issue 
made me feel that they had become much worse!
Alexandra Boyd Earle ’57
Providence, R.I.
SHELF LIFE
Continued from page 16
WORLD VIEW
to do; it is strategically the smart thing to do. She 
argues compellingly that advancing women’s eco-
nomic, educational, and political opportunities 
will advance national and regional outcomes 
across multiple indicators. The data strongly 
support Clinton’s position.
The book also underscores Clinton’s stalwart 
support of human rights. She has engaged directly 
in the global struggles of the lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual, transgender (LGBT) community, for example, 
proclaiming “gay rights are human rights, and 
human rights are gay rights” on the anniversary 
of the signing of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. Hard Choices captures the sys-
tematic inclusion of LGBT rights in Clinton’s 
diplomatic discussions.
Clinton addresses the attack on the American 
embassy in Benghazi, Libya, directly, and poi-
gnantly walks the reader through the events sur-
rounding it. She describes the rationale for critical 
decisions in detail and addresses the perspectives 
of her detractors. Her sense of responsibility for 
all who serve in the US diplomatic corps is pal-
pable, and she shares her profound sense of loss 
over the deaths of Ambassador Chris Stevens and 
three other Americans.
Clinton persuasively discusses the importance 
of her personal relationships with leaders around 
the world. She describes how US Coast Guard 
officers were America’s “first boots on the ground” 
in the aftermath of the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, 
a rapid response achieved because of President 
René Garcia Préval’s trust in Clinton’s leadership 
and judgment.
Her descriptions of intricate issues and nego-
tiations are to be expected. However, her deeply 
personal reflections and occasional humor provide 
relief from the serious and tension-laden events the 
book surveys. Ambassador Richard Holbrook’s 
yellow pajamas, which he donned on overnight 
flights, is one such colorful recollection, as is her 
effort to balance the roles of secretary of state and 
MOB—mother of the bride.
Hard Choices lays plain the extraordinary 
analytic mind Clinton brings to policymaking and 
leadership on the world stage. It reveals her deep 
love of country, commitment to public service, 
and respect for her role and responsibility in the 
course of history. The final chapters have yet to 
be written.
—Victoria A. Budson ’93
Budson is the founding executive director of 
the Women and Public Policy Program at the 
John F. Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard University.
DRESSING WITH THE STARS
Two social forces came to a head toward the 
end of the 20th century, leading celebrities to the 
forefront of the industry, Agins explains. First, the 
1990s trend toward casual dressing (driven by 
tech entrepreneurs on the West Coast) gave rise 
to basic, affordable clothing that stayed in vogue 
longer than a season, while “it” accessories with 
visible logos became the mark of fashion status. 
Second, the technologies that had made the West 
Coast wealthy spawned online content and 
“reality” TV shows—and public obsession with 
media stars and what they were wearing. When 
singer and reality TV star Jessica Simpson worked 
with manufacturer Vince Camuto to create her 
eponymous shoe line, it leveraged the two trends 
and sparked a celebrity stampede into fashion.
Agins demonstrates how different the fashion 
business can be for a celebrity working with an 
established manufacturer to create a product with 
his or her name on it—like Sarah Jessica Parker 
(accessories), Lady Gaga (perfume), or Donald 
Trump (suits)—compared to the bumpy road 
faced by untrained celebrities attempting to design 
their own apparel, like Lindsay Lohan and Kanye 
West, who both experienced farcical runway fail-
ures. Meanwhile, a few other celebrities—like 
former Spice Girl Victoria Beckham, and former 
child actresses Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen—
learned the business from the ground up and built 
successful, well-respected fashion houses almost 
in spite of their celebrity status.
Agins ends with a question that elucidates her 
thesis perhaps more clearly than her book’s title. 
Are celebrities doing away with the true art of 
fashion by lending their names to mass-produced 
products at affordable prices? Or, are they bring-
ing more excitement to fashion, increasing sales 
opportunities, and democratizing an elitist indus-
try? Agins slyly suggests it’s the latter.
—Marisol Trowbridge ’05
Trowbridge worked for Ann Taylor and Eileen 
Fisher in New York City, started Puzzle Apparel, 
an online fashion brand, and recently joined 
Hointer, a Seattle startup offering technology 
solutions for retailers. 
WANTED
A FEW GOOD 
WOMEN
Are you inspired by the life work  
of a fellow alumna? 
Would her insights and accomplishments 
provide valuable lessons to students? 
The Wellesley College Alumnae 
Association is seeking nominations  
for the Alumnae Achievement Awards. 
This annual award, Wellesley’s highest 
honor, celebrates women from a wide 
spectrum of fields.
The deadline for nominations is June 15.




















Filmmaker Anisa Mehdi ’78 had three production 
assistants for the documentary that was featured in 
“On Hajj,” (spring ’14). Laila Alawa ’12 was one of them.
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build a 197 
million-square-mile lab.
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build a 197 
million-square-mile lab.
With your annual gift, We-Lab (Wellesley 
Engineering Lab) gives all students the chance  
to explore engineering while addressing the  
needs of underserved populations. Students 
learn to implement technological methods of 
addressing global challenges. They are trained 
to be tech-savvy and globally aware, ethically 
grounded and engineering-minded. We-Lab lets 
students experience technology as a humanitarian 
endeavor. Your support, when combined with 
that of other alums, will make a global impact.
YOUR GIFT WILL  
change the future of engineering. 
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I started the day so well. Before 9 a.m., I finally ironed the candle wax 
off the tablecloth that had been in the laundry basket since October. For 
good measure, I ironed the cotton dress from August and the 12 linen 
napkins from Christmas dinner, too. Time is short; finished projects are 
few. That’s the beauty of ironing. It can get done.
The real task of the day is harder. I am removing my mother’s treasure 
trove of furniture from her home. It hurts me that my mother’s wonderful 
tall chests-on-chests and armoires, her dark walnut dining table and 
Sheraton occasional tables, have no true market value in today’s minimal-
ism and IKEA mobility. Today the movers came and started breaking up 
the careful if idiosyncratic symmetry of my mother’s 60 years of antique 
and whimsical curation. Gold mirrors galore and Persian rugs. Masks 
from Kenya, stacks of Antiques in America, and a pretty complete col-
lection of The New Republic. I found a whole drawer of gray knee socks 
left over from our school uniform days. Right next to the drawer that 
still had each of her three kids’ report cards, starting with kindergarten. 
(Revelation: My first-grade teacher’s comments tell me that I was doomed 
to be a problem from the get-go. “Frequently talks out of turn.”)
We’ve done all the right things so far as a family. We’ve had everything 
appraised. The five grandchildren and I have marked our choices with a 
rainbow of painter’s tape. My tape color is new-grass green. My nephew 
Henry’s is powder blue. Katie is purple, Evi is evergreen, Nick is yellow, 
and Carter is orange. Trash and giveaways are red. There is a lot of red.
I have been rationing the time I spend in my mother’s apartment. She 
never moved from the day she and my father came back from World 
War II with my brother as a baby. Over six decades, she collected and 
collected, and never edited. Her house is a sort of archaeology of what 
people liked in the second half of the 20th century. I can sit in the living 
room and remember how we kids played jacks on the rug. The painful 
piano lessons and the family trios and quartets, supervised by our mean 
music teacher, Miss Clarke. My sister and I with our Ginny dolls on the 
floor of the library. The time my brother fired a BB gun through the 
window by mistake. I look at the ashtrays and can smell my father’s 
after-dinner Garcia y Vega cigars. My job was to keep the little thing in 
the cigar box moist so the cigars didn’t dry out. I also used to wash the 
table after our noisy and messy family dinners.
I’ve been mourning and remembering for four months.
But today was different. It started to be OK. And my mother’s passing 
is helping me through a passage of my own. I’ve decided I want to reclaim 
some of the “priceless/worthless” antiques and bring them to my house. 
My grown daughters aren’t coming home. They visit and are generous 
with their time. But there’s no need to maintain their bedrooms as shrines. 
They don’t work so well as shrines now, anyhow; the chaste twin beds 
were long ago replaced by king-sized beds that accommodate lovers, 
husbands, and children. A king bed looks a little funny with a toy chest 
at the foot, like an anklet on an elephant.
So, back to today. I spent last week tearing out all the white IKEA-
style built-in desks and armoires in each kid’s room, and discovering how 
much painting and patching needs to happen when you unbolt built-ins 
that have been in place for a couple of decades. Everything my kids have 
left behind is piled on the aforementioned king beds. As painters go to 
work, white and pink and powder blue give way to warm sesame and 
summer melon. One room is getting the peachy velvety fainting couch 
and a tall dark walnut chest. The other bedroom is getting an elegant 
white settee and my father’s leather topped bill-paying desk. (OK, I’m 
not so sure about the desk. We might go with the French inlaid secretary 
bookcase instead.)
But that’s not the point. Furniture can play musical chairs. The house 
is big. The point is: I am moving on, and so is the furniture. New rooms 
for guests and my girls when they visit. A new look at the objects my 
mom loved so much. Thank you, Mom. For all of it, and for the big ugly 
chests-on-chests that I promise to try to love.
Louisa Kasdon ’72 is a freelance writer and editor based in Cambridge, Mass.
Endnote
Moving On—Furniture in Tow
By Louisa Kasdon ’72
PERSIAN TREASURE
The complete works of the 13th-century 
Persian poet Sa‘di are illustrated in this 
1596 volume in Clapp Library’s Special 
Collections. Here, the Prophet Muhammad 
is shown ascending through the seven 
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SCHNEIDER RENEWED
The restoration of the former student center 
preserved its wooden trusses and other 
historic features while creating office space 
for student services. For more, see page 9.
